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Cover crops can prevent 
erosion, improve soil and 
feed pollinators but which 
ones should farmers 
choose? 
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A new complaint from 
Symmes Townships claims 
violations of construction 
agreement’s road use.
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Maurice Hilleman created 
a live mumps vaccine from 
his daughter’s sore throat 
and decades of medical 
breakthroughs. 
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for weight loss and taste.
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The Prairie Press is a 
Saturday publication, but 
next Saturday is July 4 and 
there is no mail service 
that day for delivery to 
subscribers.

As a result, the paper 
will go to press Thursday 
night, July 2, for a Friday, 
July 3 delivery. Readers 
will get the paper a day 
early but doing so means 
moving all advertising 
deadlines ahead by 24 
hours. Acceptance of both 
classified and display 
advertising for the July 
3 issue closes at 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, July 1. News 
submissions must be in by 
5 p.m. July 1.

The regular production 
and advertising deadlines 
resume the following week 
for the July 11 issue.

The paper’s business 
office will be closed Friday, 
July 3, to give staff a 
holiday. 

Join the conversation with 
us on Facebook! Search 
for The Prairie Press and 
“like” us.

Kansas schools adapting
School board holds vitural meeting to review sanitation, precautions, food program

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — COVID-19 
has become a reality for em-
ployees of Kansas Communi-
ty Unit School District #3.

Just prior to the board of ed-
ucation meeting Wednesday, 
June 24, interim superinten-
dent John Hasten confirmed 
a district employee tested 
positive for COVID-19. He 
added the school district was 
advised of the situation earlier 
that day.

Hasten said the employee 
was in the building the prior 
week doing some work and 
not exhibiting any symptoms 
at that time but began feeling 
ill over the weekend.

“Everybody who was here 
at that time has been advised 

and knows to be on the alert,” 
said Hasten.

He added the custodial staff 
plans to do a thorough sanita-
tion of the building.

“We were already looking at 
equipment for quicker sanita-
tion,” Hasten said.

Receiving confirmation of a 
COVID-19 case the same day 
of a scheduled board meeting 
prompted a switch in plans. 
Only Hasten and Kansas 
Dean of Students Casey Har-
ley were present at the school 
for the meeting. Principal 
Cindy Spencer and the board 
members participated by 
phone with a conference call.

Spencer’s report had pos-
itive news about a program 
feeding school district chil-
dren over the summer break. 

KCUSD #3 is participating 
in a program from Baylor 
University in Texas that mails 
shelf-stable breakfast and 
lunch food to Kansas stu-
dents. The Baylor program 
was scheduled to stop at the 
end of June, but it has been 
extended through mid-Au-
gust.

In addition, Spencer is 
trying to work through the 
details of the Illinois State 
Board of Education Summer 
Meals Program. The training 
sessions for that program 
were canceled as part of the 
COVID-19 response limit-
ing the size of groups, and 
Spencer is not sure she has all 
of the information she needs.

“I’ve done the online Pow-
erPoint,” said Spencer, add-

ing she also sought advice 
from Amanda Minor of the 
Douglas County Health De-
partment since that agency 
is coordinating the ISBE pro-
gram in Douglas and other 
parts of Edgar counties.

Spencer first approached 
the Country Junction in Kan-
sas about preparing the ISBE 
program meals, but that busi-
ness declined. She then ap-
proached the On the Tracks 
Café in Paris which is pre-
paring meals for Paris 95 and 
Crestwood students. 

“I have a verbal commit-
ment from them (On the 
Tracks Café),” said Spencer, 
adding she is also looking for 
volunteers to bring the meals 
from Paris to Kansas. “There 
are still a few things to work 

out, but the plan is to start July 
6 and go to Aug. 15.”

She briefly discussed infor-
mation just released by the 
ISBE for resuming classes in 
August. The information, she 
said, is so new there hasn’t 
been time to fully review it. 
Some action was already tak-
en in anticipation of what the 
state board might do.

The district purchased sev-
eral scanning thermometers 
and everybody, students, staff, 
faculty, will all enter through 
one door where two aides will 
take everyone’s temperatures 
and ask about any signs of 
sickness.

“We cannot keep a child 
with a temperature greater 
than 100.4,” said Spencer.

See KANSAS, Page 8A

BODY ARMOR WOULD BETTER PROTECT OFFICERS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Officer Travis Vice, left, and Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood, right, show the helmet and body armor a 
local fundraising effort is trying to provide for all Edgar County law enforcement officers.

Police fundraising for gear
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A major fundraising effort is under-
way in Edgar County with the goal of 
providing 30 law enforcement officers 
with better protective gear — in-
cluding protective vests that will stop 
high-powered rifle rounds.

The goal of the Friends of Edgar 
County Law Enforcement, according 
to Granville Colvin, is to raise $40,000 
to outfit the Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department as well as the Paris, Broc-
ton, Chrisman and Kansas Police De-
partments. 

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
said the current vests worn by the 
county’s law enforcement communi-
ty when on duty are lightweight and 
will stop only a handgun round. Also, 
none of the officers serving in the 
county have helmets. The total cost to 
outfit each of the officers with the new 
vest and helmet is $1,050.

In addition, the group is trying to 
raise enough money to acquire at 
least two protective shields — one 

for the county and one for the city. 
The shields provide protection for the 
first officer entering a hostile situation, 
according to Paris Police officer Travis 
Vice. The cost of each shield is $5,500.

Colvin said local businesses have 
been contacted about the project and 
are responding. The idea for the proj-
ect was hatched last fall, Wood said, 
when a group of citizens and law en-
forcement were together at an event. 

“They started questioning us about 
our equipment,” the sheriff said.

“Honestly, I was shocked,” Colvin 
said. “These are our friends, family 
members and neighbors who are pro-
tecting us, and we aren’t protecting 
them?” 

The result was the formation of 
the Friends of Edgar County Law 
Enforcement. The group members 
recognize local government funds are 
limited for the purchase of such equip-
ment and decided to help.

The group planned to conduct 
the fundraising in the spring, but the 
COVID-19 restrictions put a halt to 

that. 
“Everyone recognized it was on 

the back burner,” Wood said.
See POLICE, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The topic of getting the Edgar 
County Jail open again was dis-
cussed during the Monday, June 22, 
Edgar County Board study session.

The jail closed Dec. 1, 2019, after 
the county’s insurance provider, Il-
linois Counties Risk Management 
Trust, pulled coverage over the jail’s 
lack of administrative policies and 
training.

A critical report from the Illi-
nois Department of Corrections 
(DOC) threatening legal action 
because the jail was not compliant 
with a regulation for two correc-
tions officers on duty at all times 
was another factor. 

Since that time, the county 
board and the sheriff’s department 
have worked to make the neces-
sary changes, and June 17 it was 
announced the insurance review 
team was satisfied and authorized 
resumption of coverage. DOC ap-
proval was received prior to that 
date.

“We are in the process of getting 
staff,” Derek Weston, Chief Dep-
uty of the Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department, told board members. 
He added Sheriff Jeff Wood and 
Jail Administrator Jay Willaman are 
currently interviewing applicants 
for jailer positions. 

As Weston understands it, the 
jail needs around eight or nine new 
corrections officers to join those al-
ready in place. He said the second or 
third week of July is the target date 
for once again housing inmates.

“The issue we have right now is 
we have to get DOC to stop issuing 
warrants and not coming to pick 
up people,” said Weston. “We are 
housing five since last year, and they 
haven’t come to get them.”

It was noted that practice direct-
ly costs Edgar County taxpayers to 
house convicts who are supposed to 
be in prison.

Another issue for the local jail is 
a problem confronting law enforce-
ment across the country. Weston 
said a significant number of the peo-
ple taken into custody need men-
tal health treatment, which is not 

Jail moves 
closer to 
reopening

See BOARD, Page 3A

Mayor announces Paris is ready for Phase 4 reopening
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The state moved into Phase 
4 of the Restore Illinois Plan 
Friday, June 26,, and Paris 
Mayor Craig Smith discussed 
what that means during the 
Monday, June 22, city meet-
ing.

Under Governor JB Pri-
tizker’s plan to bring Illinois 
back into recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Phase 
4 means some indoor dining 
at restaurants returns, bars can 
reopen, as can fitness centers, 
zoos, museums, movie the-
aters, performing arts centers 

and some indoor recreations 
facilities. These are not full 
openings as there are occu-
pancy limitations of 50 people 
or 50% of capacity, whichever 
is less. Bars can not have more 
than 25% of capacity and serv-
ers must wear masks.

“We still want to have ap-
propriate social distancing,” 
said Smith.

The governor’s plan sets a 
maximum of 50 people in a 
group gathering and based 
on the rules regarding outside 
recreational facilities Smith 
said the campground at Twin 
Lakes Park and the Splash Pad 

can now reopen.
Chris Redman, head of the 

city’s Streets, Alleys and Parks 
Department, reported sched-
uling a plumber to get the 
water turned on for both the 
campground and the Splash 
Pad in time for opening June 
26.

Smith emphasized crowd 
limitations apply at the Splash 
Pad and anyone with ques-
tions about how to safely en-
joy that attraction should con-
tact the Edgar County Public 
Health Department.

“Parents have to be respon-
sible for their children,” said 

Smith. “They can’t simply 
drop them off and come back 
later.”

More information about 
what can reopen in Phase 4, 
the crowd limitations and 
other guidelines are available 
at the Illinois Department 
of Commerce & Economic 
Opportunity website and the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health website.

The mayor also urged local 
citizens to be cognizant of the 
risks posed by COVID-19, 
and their personal responsi-
bilities during the pandemic.

“Please if you go shopping 

or are going to be in the pub-
lic, wear a mask and social 
distance,” said Smith. “It’s the 
least you can do for your fel-
low man.”

Commissioner Drew Grif-
fin said a review of building 
fees shows many of them date 
to the late 1960s.

“They are unrealistically 
behind,” said Griffin, adding 
he plans to introduce a revised 
fee schedule at a future coun-
cil meeting.

Griffin emphasized the 
anticipated new fee structure 
will not be onerous because 

See PARIS, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
wears the type of riot gear a local 
fundraising effort is attempting to 
supply for all law enforcement in the 
county. Wood described the equip-
ment as something that is good to 
have while hoping it is never needed
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LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

84   69
Prec: 70%

86   71
Prec: 60%

90   72
Prec: 50%

89   69
Prec: 50%

88   68
Prec: 30%

89   67
Prec: 10%

90   69
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms. Highs reach 
the mid 80s.

SATURDAY — Highs once again reach 
the mid 80s with mostly cloudy skies and 
scattered showers and thunderstorms.

SUNDAY — Partly sunny and hot with highs 
near 90. Pop-up storms and storms develop 
in the heat of the day.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85°/66°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104° in 1934
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41° in 1926

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.20”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.91”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.21”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.20”

NORMAL:    High: 85   Low: 66    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:25 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 12:10 p.m. 12:31 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:26 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 1:20 p.m. 1:01 a.m.

MONDAY 5:26 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 2:31 p.m. 1:30 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 3:42 p.m. 2:01 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 4:54 p.m. 2:34 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:28 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 6:06 p.m. 3:11 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:28 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 7:14 p.m. 3:55 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

HOME
LOANS

From MORTGAGE PRE-APPROVAL to  
DOWN PAYMENT OPTIONS and 
GREAT RATES, we'll help you 
      every step along the way!

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after June 3 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by They must be returned to the Post by 

July 13, 2020 at NoonJuly 13, 2020 at Noon

Applications can be picked-up on the 
wall in the entryway at the V.F.W. When 
application is completed drop them off 

in the mailbox provided at the V.F.W.

 

PLAN YOUR WEEK
CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS SHOW
A fund-raising car show for 
Christmas for Kids is 11 a.m-3 
p.m. Saturday, June 27, in the 
Oakland High School parking lot.

FREE CPR/AED CLASS
Horizon Health is offering a free 
Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED 
course 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 1, in Conference Room A at 
Paris Community Hospital. This 
non-healthcare provider course 
is for the community and teaches 
basic CPR and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator 
(AED), which is used in cases of 
life-threatening-cardiac event. 
Participants will receive a certifi-
cate of completion following the 
class. An official CPR/AED certi-
fication card from the American 
Heart Association is an optional 
choice for $25. Register for the 
class via email at WSprinkle@
myhorizonhealth.org or call 217-
466-4045. When calling, leave a 
name and phone number to be 
automatically registered.

BOAT PARADE
The annual boat parade on 
East Lake as part of the July 4 
celebration is on. Organizers say 
the event is open to any kind of 
watercraft. While decorating the 
boat for the event is encouraged, 

it is not required. Participants are 
to meet at 8 p.m. July 4 at the 
East Lake spillway to organize 
and begin the parade around the 
lake. If a rain date is necessary, 
it will follow whatever day the 
city selects for a rescheduled 
fireworks show.

FFA FARMERS MARKET
The Chrisman FFA Chapter’s 
Farmers Market is returning to the 
community every Friday 4-6 p.m. 
from June 26 through Sept. 11. The 
location is on the east side of the 
city square.

BIBLE SCHOOL
The Brocton Christian Church 
is hosting a daily Vacation Bible 
School 6:30-7:30 p.m. July 13-
July 16. Lessons, games, crafts 
and music are planned for ages 
kindergarten through fifth grade. 
Only the first 24 young people to 
enroll can be accepted because 
of space limitations for distanc-
ing. Call 217-377-3621 to register 
and for inquiries.

CANCELED EVENTS

As a result of the Extension 
Service canceling in person pro-
graming, the Edgar County 4-H 
Barbecue originally scheduled for 
June 27 is canceled. No resched-
uling of the event is planned. 
Also, the Edgar County 4-H Fair in 
late July will not be an in-person 
event. 4-H members will submit 
photos and information about 
their projects for online judging. 

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

University of Illinois Exten-
sion 4-H Youth Development 
Educator Susan Sloop is offer-
ing a series of age appropriate 
online programs during July.

Parents can sign up chil-
dren between the ages of 5 
and 8 for the Mindful Me pro-
gram. This seven-session on-
line Zoom series introduces 
children to various concepts 
of mindfulness. After reading 
a story, Sloop will lead the 
group in a virtual activity. 
Parents will be emailed ahead 
of time for items to have on 
hand for the activity. Sessions 
are 10-11 a.m. July 16, 23, 30 
and August 6, 13, 20 and 27. 
Register online by July 15 at 
go.illinois.edu/mindfulme.

The 4-H Virtual Exchange 
Program is for youth enter-
ing grades 4, 5 and 6. During 
this program, 4-H’ers will 
join their peers from Ham-
ilton County, Tennessee, to 
play games, share stories and 
do virtual activities togeth-
er. This social-positive pro-

Online Extension 
programs benefit youth

gram is led by Sloop and 
conducted using Zoom 
for three sessions 11 a.m.-
noon July 8, 15 and 22. 
Youth can register online 
by July 7 at go.illinois.
edu/4Hexchange.

Beginning July 15, teens, 
ages 13 and older, can par-
ticipate in a six-session on-
line Zoom program called 
“Your Thoughts Matter: 
Navigating Mental Health 
for Teens.”  This program 
teaches teens about mental 
health issues such as anxi-
ety and depression and why 
mental health is important 
to their overall well-being 
and the steps to promote 
understanding and action. 
Sessions are 2-3 p.m. July 
15, 22, 29 and August 5, 12 
and 19. Register online by 
July 14 at go.illinois.edu/
yourthoughtsmatter.

For a list of all online ed-
ucational programs offered 
by University of Illinois 
Extension, visit go.illi-
nois.edu/cce and click on 
events.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Public Library is 
hosting two free online 
Douglas-Hart Nature Cen-
ter programs for children. 
Digology and Journey to the 
Center of the Earth are aimed 
at elementary students and 
up, but any age is welcome. 

Go to http://parispublicli-
brary.org/dhnc/ to sign up 
and request an activity kit, 
while supplies last. Access to 
the programs are available 
through at least July 31. Learn 
more about the library's 
online summer program at 
http://parispubliclibrary.
org/2020-summer-reading.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Stone Soup Shakespeare 
has canceled its 2020 tour-
ing season. The performing 
troupe has brought Shake-

No Shakespeare in the Park
speare in the Park to Paris 
Twin Lakes Park for the last 
several summers. Perfor-
mances of “Hamlet,” which 
were planned for 2020, are 
now moved to 2021.

Paris Public Library 
hosting online programs

CORRECTION
The June 20 article “Summer 
meals reaching more kids 
this year” contained an error. 
Carla Fancher was identified 
as a co-owner of On the Tracks 
Café. Fancher is employed by 
the restaurant. The owners are 
Dustin and Kiesha Reed. The 
Prairie Press is happy to set the 
record straight. 

REUSE
the news
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GOOD VIBES.
GOOD FEELS.
SAME HEART.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPCDerrick L Lorenzen 

Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The generosity of the Par-
is Rotary Club is helping the 
Compassionate Food Pantry 
keep Edgar County’s food 
challenged residents fed.

Gladys Frost, a food pantry 
volunteer, said the money is 
coming at a good time because 
food prices are rising as a com-
plication of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

She was pleased to report 
the local food pantry has not 

experienced the same diffi-
culties as similar operations in 
other locations where cash do-
nations dried up or food sup-
plies became difficult to obtain.

Frost said the communi-
ty’s generosity, as shown by 
the Rotary’s gift, has kept the 
Compassionate Food Minis-
try from struggling. The local 
Church of Latter-day Saints 
helped by providing food from 
its own pantry operation.

“Things are more expen-
sive, but we are well stocked 

now with food and meat,” said 
Frost. “The community has 
been very generous.”

Something that did surprise 
her was the absence of a surge 
of people seeking food assis-
tance during the early days of 
shelter at home when some 
businesses were closed and 
people were not employed. 
She said a couple of things 
may have helped the local 
food pantry from being over-
whelmed. 

According to Frost, more 

places stepped in to make 
food available and the East 
Central Illinois Food Bank 
did a large food distribution 
in Paris. She added the num-
bers of people seeking food 
through the Compassionate 
Food Ministry has remained 
fairly consistent over the last 
few months, but a change may 
be coming.

“Today, (Wednesday, June 
24) we saw many people who 
hadn’t been here for months,” 
said Frost.

Rotary donates $1,000 to food pantry

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Rotary Club makes a $1,000 donation to the Compassionate Food Pantry. Front row, left to right, Kim Macke, Gladys 
Frost, Tessa Hutson and Missy Birt. Back row, left to right, Mike Step, Dustin Melton, Cindy Muchow, Leonard Waller, Eric Bradham 
and Kay Haddix.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

John Holley needs replaced.
He hasn’t done anything 

wrong but after serving as a Red 
Cross Disaster Team member 
in Edgar County since 2001, 
he is ready to slow down. He 
is also moving to Terre Haute, 
Ind., and will not be available to 
respond locally.

“They are looking for four 
people to replace me so you 
are not on all of the time like I 
have been,” Holley said, about 
his volunteer position to help 
victims of fire or other disasters.

His work mostly involves 
helping Edgar County families 
displaced by a fire, and those 
calls from Edgar County dis-
patch can come at any time of 
the day or night, holidays and 
weekends alike.

Holley said after getting the 
call he grabs a brief case full of 
supplies and heads to the scene 
to meet with the family. He es-
timated there is about one such 
fire a month.

“Most of the time people get 
out, but they don’t have any 
clothes or food,” he said.

His main task is meeting 
with the family that is displaced 
by the fire, confirming how 
many are in the family, cloth-
ing sizes and if there are other 
accommodations they can go 
to. If prescription medicine was 
destroyed by the fire, he calls on 
a nurse practitioner who veri-
fies the medicine being taken 

and the pharmacy that issued it. 
After all of the information 

is gathered, Holley makes a 
phone call to Springfield where 
a Red Cross representative 
remotely activates a pre-paid 
MasterCard kept in the brief-
case.

“I give them the card and tell 
them to rent a room, go to the 
store and buy clothes and shoes 
or get food, whatever they 
need,” he said.

When the needs of the fire 
victims are met, he returns 
home, scans the paperwork 
and emails it to a supervisor in 
Danville. 

His other fire related activi-
ties include bringing firefight-
ers hot drinks on cold days, 
cold drinks on hot days and 
sometimes cheeseburgers if the 
department is on scene for an 
extended period.

Holley said most of the time 
he deals with people left home-
less by a fire, but on rare occa-
sions he has coped with a situ-
ation where the fire resulted in 
a fatality. He has had a couple of 
disaster situations, also.

Shortly after moving to Ed-
gar County, he was summoned 
to Terre Haute to assist with 
flood relief. He helped with 
an evacuation when a 2006 
CSX derailment north of Par-
is resulted in a chemical spill 
and people had to leave their 
homes.

“We set up a shelter and fed 
lunch to people at Crestwood,” 

he said.
An unusual situation was 

helping 11 families secure shel-
ter after being displaced when 
officials declared the apart-
ments in the former school at 
Redman were unsafe for habi-
tation. 

His association with the Red 
Cross started in the late 1990s 
when he lived in Parke County, 
Indiana, and Red Cross offi-
cials approached a HAM Radio 
group doing weather spotting 
about training for tornado 
assessment. That experience 
evolved into also training as a 
disaster team member.

“I’ve enjoyed it, and it needs 
to be done,” said Holley. 

Community members 
wanting to take over after 
Holley should immediately 
contact Red Cross Recruiter 
Jared Kaylor at 217-610-8004 
or jared.kaylr@redcross.org. 
All training is done online, and 
Holley is willing to go with his 
replacements to the first cou-
ple of incidents to help them 
navigate the experience and 
paperwork. 

He emphasized replace-
ments are needed immediate-
ly because of his moving. He 
acknowledged this volunteer 
work requires dedication and 
a belief that doing something 
good is its own worthwhile en-
deavor.

“I’m just trying to do some-
thing to make my community a 
better place,” said Holley.

Red Cross needs people in Edgar County

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Pub-
lic Health Department’s 
website posted two new 
COVID-19 cases in the 
county during the past 
week. This brings the total 
to eight cases so far. Calls 
to the health department 
seeking more information 
were not returned.

New local 
COVID-19 
cases 
reported

REUSE
the news

available in a jail setting.  
Board member Karl Farn-

ham Jr. said after the jail is 
re-opened, county board 
members should talk about 
preparing to bid insurance cov-
erage for the jail. Board presi-
dent Jeff Wood agreed, saying 
at least five companies have 
expressed interest so far.

The decision to cancel the 
2020 county fair was brought 
up by board member Dan 
Bruner, who is the county 
board’s representative to the 
Edgar County Public Health 
Department. He said it was 
important to set the record 
straight about how that deci-
sion was reached. 

“It is not true the health de-
partment said there couldn’t be 
a county fair,” said Brunner.

He confirmed a meeting 
occurred between some Edgar 
County Fair Board members 
and the health department 
regarding safety precautions. 
He said the health depart-
ment provided the guidelines, 
including what is needed for 
food vendors, and the fair 
board decided after the meet-
ing to cancel the fair.

“The health department of-
fered a way for the fair to con-
tinue, but it was the fair board 
that made the decision to can-
cel — not the health depart-
ment,” said Bruner.

County Clerk and Recorder 
August Griffin reported that 
office finished its work regard-

ing the tax levy and turned the 
data over to County Treasurer 
Don Wiseman for review and 
preparing and mailing tax bills.

Per a previous county board 
action, the first tax installment 
is not due until Aug. 21 as a 
way of helping property own-
ers who have experienced 
financial difficulty because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
shutdown. Taxpayers still hav-
ing financial problems can de-
lay making the first installment 
until Oct. 23, when the second 
installment is due. 

Payments delayed until Oct. 
23 are not subject to the usu-
al interest and penalties if the 
money is paid by, or on, Oct. 
23. Interest starts accumulat-
ing Oct. 24 for any first install-
ments not paid by Oct. 23. 

BOARD
FROM PAGE 1A
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Happy

ON SALE June 26 - July 2
             Milwaukee Best 30pk.....................................$14.99

Natural Lt 30pk...............................................................$14.99

Jameson 750ml......................................................................$26.99

Tanqueray 750ml.............................................................................$26.99

Makers Mark  750ml.........................$29.99

Mitcher’s Single Barrel...........$43.99

         **10% OFF**
Purple Toad Wine • Pheasant Hollow Wine

Drive-up 
window available

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Legal Advocate/Case Manager
Survivor Resource Center

The Survivor Resource Center is seeking a dedicated 
individual to provide Legal Advocacy and Case Man-
agement to survivors of sexual violence in Edgar and 
Clark counties. This position will provide services out 

of the Paris, Illinois office. Qualified candidates will 
have a minimum of an Associate degree in Psychology, 

Criminal Justice or Human Services Field. Relevant 
work experience considered in place of degree.

Requires excellent communication skills, ability to 
work with a diverse population and a team-focused 
approach. A strong knowledge of local resources is 

a must.  On call rotation required.  Must have a valid 
driver’s license and reliable transportation as travel 
is required.  Salary commensurate with experience.  

Company paid health insurance and generous amount 
of paid time off.

SRC is an equal opportunity employer continually 
seeking to diversify its staff. We encourage people who 
bring diverse backgrounds and perspectives to apply.

Send resume, cover letter, and three professional 
references by July 6, 2020 to 

Advocacy Director 
923 N. Vermilion Street,
 Danville, IL 61832 or by 

e-mail to: casemanager@survivorresourcecenter.org

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following cases were 
among those appearing for 
the July 15 and July 18 crim-
inal and traffic calls in Edgar 

County Circuit Court:

IN CUSTODY
nRoger D. Baugh Jr., 36, 

Criminal cases in Edgar County Circuit Court
Paris, appeared in custody and 
pleaded guilty to two counts 
of a Class 3 felony failure to 
report to a penal institution. 
He was sentenced to two years 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections to run concur-
rently and allowed credit for 60 
days previously served, a $600 
fine for each count, court costs 
and various state fees. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
transport to IDOC.
nNicholas R. Biddle, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. He was granted a person-
al recognizance bond and the 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel. Biddle was remand-
ed to custody pending release 
processing.
nJoseph W. Christopher, 

29, Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. His oral motion 
to reduce bond was denied. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

In another case, Christo-
pher was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nThomas W. Colly, 40, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony aggravated as-
sault, a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer, 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery, a Class C mis-
demeanor assault and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges. Bond was 
reduced to $10,000 from the 
original bond of $20,000. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference 

In other matters, Colly’s 
unresolved charges of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, two counts of a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked, a 
Class A misdemeanor inter-
fering with the reporting of 
domestic abuse and a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic abuse 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled, and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nSamuel D. Adkins, 22, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony unlawful possession 
of a credit card. The public 

defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nAlexi R. Baugh, 24, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony aggravated battery, a Class 
A battery and a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer. The public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nTyler J. Burmood, 30, 

Clinton, Ind., was charged 
with a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license. The public defender 
was appointed and a first ap-
pearance with counsel was 
scheduled.
nDevin R. Craig, 31, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property. The public 
defender was appointed and 
a not guilty plea with a jury 
trial demand was entered. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJeffery A. Edwards, 20, 

Brocton, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor reckless driving. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nErica L. Emerick, 44, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nHannah Hardmeier, 25, 

Lacon, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The public defender was 
appointed and a first appear-
ance with counsel was sched-
uled.
nCharles W. Harrison, 48, 

Chrisman, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor un-
lawful possession of cannabis. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled.
nSandra A.L. Johnson, 

19, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nLarry D. Lowry, 48, Kan-

sas, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft. 
He plans to hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.
nConnie J. Livingston, 70, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. The public defend-
er was appointed. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nMichael J. Phipps, 35, 

Princeton, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts of 
a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed, and a pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nEva L. Williams, 60, 

Georgetown, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor speeding. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nCliff W. Diehl, 34, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of methamphetamine and 
was sentenced to 120 days 
of home confinement with 
credit for three days previ-
ously served, two years of first 
offender probation, a $600 
fine, 10 hours of community 
service, court costs, various 
state fees, ordered to forfeit 
items seized at the time of his 
arrest and ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In return for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed charges for 
a Class A misdemeanor con-
tributing to the delinquency 
of a minor and a Class A mis-
demeanor illegal possession of 
ammunition without a FOID 
card. 
nLevi J. Labaume, 21, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

In another matter, Labau-
me pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor battery. He 
was sentenced to a $400 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and ordered to have no con-
tact with the apparent victim 
or the victim’s residence.
nJamie L. Kennedy, 44, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe and was 
sentenced to 10 days in jail 
with the service stayed, one 
year of probation, a $4,500 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees, an order not to associate 
with a list of people provided 
to him in writing and an order 
to complete counseling per 
his evaluation. In exchange 
for the guilty plea, a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charge was 
dismissed. 
nBrandi R. Kollman, 40, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer. She was sentenced 
to four days in jail subject to 
stayed time, one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $400 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nAmanda M. Owens, 32, 

Rantoul, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license charge. 
She was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 
$400 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nCayden L. Petticrew, 19, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 

guilty plea to a Class 2 felony 
possession of cannabis and 
was sentenced to 180 days 
of home confinement with 
credit for three days previ-
ously served, two years of sec-
ond-chance probation, a $700 
fine, 30 hours of community 
service work, court costs, var-
ious state fees and orders to 
obtain a GED, maintain em-
ployment, forfeit items seized 
at the time of his arrest and 
to testify truthfully according 
to previous statements made 
to police. In exchange for the 
plea, a Class 1 felony deliv-
ery of cannabis and a Class 1 
felony trafficking of cannabis 
charges were dismissed.   
nGentury Lee Swyear, 31, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
a firearm without the requisite 
FOID card. He was sentenced 
to six months of court super-
vision, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nBenjamin B. Boddy, 19, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nIra Franklin Crowder, 

44, Paris, denied a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nJohn Thomas C.W. John-

son, 17, Paris, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
reckless driving charge. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nWilliam C. Swinford, 37, 

Michigan City, Ind., pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nTravis L. Carty, 40, Paris, 

failed to appear, and the court 
imposed a 90-day jail sentence 
attached to his Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving while li-
cense is revoked conviction. 
A no-bond arrest warrant was 
issued.
nBrendan P. Connors, 49, 

Marshall, was granted credit 
for 81 days served against his 
jail sentence for a Class 4 felo-
ny theft conviction. 
nDavid L. Hunt, 64, Par-

is, was granted his motion to 
withdraw a guilty plea to a 
Class 1 felony possession of 
contraband in a penal institu-
tion conviction. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nBailey T. Timmer, 24, 

Paris, was granted a motion 
to quash his arrest warrant 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
charges of two counts of a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine were con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued when 

the following individuals 
failed to answer the court call: 
Megan C. Cusick, 24, Paris; 
Michael W. Honchul, 39, Mid-
dletown, Ohio; and Courtney 
J. Mills, 25, Charleston.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
These Paris-area residents 
were named to the spring 
2020 Dean’s List at Indiana 
State University: Montana 
Boatman, Bailey Bradley, 
Zachary Burger, Anthony 
Burianek, Sarah Campbell, 
Caitlyn Cox, Gregory Cun-
ningham, Katherine Dosch, 

Kiarra Englum, Della Gher, 
Dakota Henry, Kyra Mari-
etta, Samantha Moore, Gra-
cie Rhoads, Ellen Rice, Ian 
Sherer, Kendra Siddens and 
Jayden York.

To be eligible for the Dean’s 
List, a student must attend 
ISU full time and maintain 
a cumulative grade point av-
erage of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 
scale. 

Paris-area students 
make ISU dean’s list

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

600 E. Court St.
Paris, IL 

217-465-4775
Peter Templeton Mark Anderson

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

When selecting a funeral home, we simply suggest,
“Ask families we’ve served.”“Ask families we’ve served.”

Fresh & Silk Flowers 
for All Occasions

Garden and 
Bedding Plants

Greenhouse Grown
BE SURE TO LIKE US ON

713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL217-465-4048217-465-4048

WEIR’S FLORISTWEIR’S FLORIST
Randy Weir

www.weirsflorist.com

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

Large 2 Ring Estate Auction
6mi South of Martinsville, IL 

(8204 N. Creek Rd.)

Monday Jun. 29th  9:00 AM
Trucks • Tractors • Mowers • Trailer • Scrap 

Metal • Guns • Coins  • Antiques • Tools 
• Household Goods

’98 Chevy 3500 4WD 102k Miles; AC G; Fer-
guson TO-35 Tractor; Oliver 880; 1936 J.D. D; 
Goose Neck & Bumper Hitch Trailers; Semi 
Storage Trailers; Simplicity & J.D. Mowers; 
3pt Implements; Older Farm Equipment; Shop 
Tools; Anvil; Air Compressor; Pallet Racking; 
Pipe & I Beams; 5 Ton Overhead Cranes; Guns; 
Silver Coins; 50 Ton of Scrap Metal; New Old 
Stock Auto & Truck Parts; Appliances; Furni-
ture; Antiques; Primitives; Household Goods

2 Auction Rings. Truck, Tractors, Mowers & Trailer 
to sell at 12:00 noon

Complete Sale Bill & Photos at 
www.bauerauction.com

Estate of Leon McNurlan, age 83

Hank Bauer
(217) 259-5956

Lic.#440000242

Don Bauer
(217) 259-5093

Lic.#440000178

JOSEPH STEFFEY JR.
Joseph Enoch Steffey Jr., 

100, of Paris, passed away at 
4:05 a.m. Wednesday, June 

24, 2020, at 
Paris Health-
care Cen-
ter. He was 
owner of the 
former Stef-
fey’s Sport-
ing Goods of 
Paris.

Burial is 
private in Ed-
gar Cemetery. 
Te m p l e t o n 

Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Steffey was born Oct. 
15, 1919, at Osage, Okla., the 
son of the late Joseph E. Steffey 
Sr., and the late Mary DeLoria 
Steffey. He married Delores M. 
Conklin in Paris, and she pre-
ceded him in death in 1986.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Linda Kay Bynum of 
Bradenton, Fla.; a grandson, 
David H. (Kimberly) Bynum 
Sr. of Bradenton; and four 

great-grandchildren, James 
(Khirsten) Bynum, Shaune 
Choudhari, David H. (Des-
tiny) Bynum Jr. and Hannah 
Choudhari. 

He was preceded in death by 
a son-in-law, James H. Bynum.

Mr. Steffey served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. He 
was internationally renowned 
for his skills in marksmanship. 
He held the world record in 
.22 caliber small-bore long rifle 
marksmanship for four years. 
He traveled worldwide with 
the U.S. Olympics Shooting 
Team for four years, amassing 
more than 100 medals.

He was a member of Amer-
ican Legion Post #211 where 
he was honored in 2019 for 75 
years of membership and was 
an avid golfer.

In lieu of flowers or memo-
rials, the family suggests Mr. 
Steffey’s memory is best hon-
ored by spending time creating 
a special memory with loved 
ones.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

LAWRENCE MCCARTY
Lawrence A. McCarty, 93, 

of Paris, passed away at 12:05 
a.m. Wednesday, June 24, 

2020, at Twin 
Lakes Re-
hab. He was 
a carpenter, 
building sev-
eral homes, 
and worked 
in the main-
tenance de-
partment for 
Paris Union 
School Dis-
trict 95.

A graveside memorial ser-
vice is 10 a.m. Tuesday, June 
30, at Marshall Cemetery in 
Marshall, with Pastor Dan-
iel Smith officiating. Military 
rites by American Legion 
Post #211 will accompany the 
service. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. McCarty was born 
Oct. 1, 1926, at Marshall, the 
son of the late Fred Delaney 
and Lydia Ann Sanders Mc-
Carty. He married Fern Ash-
ley in 1947 in Edgar County, 
and she passed away Aug. 13, 
2014.

Survivors include his chil-

dren, Michael ( Jane) McCa-
rty and Patti (Dale) Muchow, 
both of Paris; a sister, Rose 
Macy of Ohio; six grandchil-
dren, Josh (Samantha) Mc-
Carty, Johnathon (Maddie) 
McCarty, Heather Stafford, 
Nicholas Muchow, Justin 
(Kylee) Muchow and Malary 
(Levi) Cox, all of Paris; eight 
great-grandchildren and an-
other expected in July; two 
sisters-in-law, Dorothy Evans 
and Mary Ellen Francis, both 
of Paris; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by one brother and three sis-
ters.

Mr. McCarty was a United 
States Army Veteran of World 
War II. He was an avid garden-
er and enjoyed bowling in his 
younger years. He loved Ford 
Tractors and was a member 
of the Clark County Tractor 
Club. He was formerly a mem-
ber of the Lions Club, the Par-
is Honeybee Antique Associ-
ation and the Edgar County 
Fishing Club.

Memorial donations may 
be made to E.C.C.F., Inc. DO 
IT Fund.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

ERMA JOHNSON
Erma Marcella Johnson, 94, 

of Paris, passed away at 3:45 
p.m. Saturday, June 20, 2020, at 

Gibson Fami-
ly for Hospice 
Care at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was a 
homemaker.

A graveside 
service was 

10 a.m.  Thursday, June 25, at 
Edgar Cemetery.  Friends and 
family met at Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home at 9:30 a.m. 
for the procession to the ceme-
tery. A visitation was from 4 to 
6 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, at 
the funeral home and federal 
mandates were followed. 

Mrs. Johnson was born Feb. 
18, 1926, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Robert and Ida 
Rosaline Humphrey Eveland. 
She married Glenn C. Johnson 
July 3, 1945, at Paris, and he 
preceded her in death Jan. 31, 
1993.  

She is survived by her two 
sons, Phillip (Sara Gale) John-
son of Terre Haute and Ste-
ven Johnson of Terre Haute; 

a brother, Robert (Shirley) 
Eveland Jr.; one granddaugh-
ter, Laurie Johnson (Patrick) 
Sands of Downers Grove; 
three great-grandchildren, Pat-
ty Trammel of Paris and Benja-
min Sands and Emma Sands of 
Downers Grove.

She was preceded in death 
by one child, Elden Johnson; 
her sister, Kathryn Hiddle; 
her brothers, Eugene Eveland, 
James Eveland and Charles 
Eveland; and one granddaugh-
ter, Shelly Trammel.

Mrs. Johnson was a loving 
wife to her husband, Glenn, 
and a loving mother to her 
sons.  She enjoyed working 
with her flowers and that was 
reflected by her beautiful yard. 
She was a member of the First 
Christian Church in Paris.  

 The family extends special 
thanks to nephew Laverne 
Hiddle, and his wife, Anita, for 
the helping care in these later 
years. The family also thanks 
the wonderful staff at Paris 
Healthcare for the loving care 
they provided.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BEULAH HUGHES
Beulah Sharlene “Boots” 

Hughes, 92 of Paris, passed 
away Sunday, June 21, 2020, at 

her residence.  
In keeping 

with federal 
mandates, all 
services are 
private for 
i m m e d i a t e 
family only. 
Stewart and 

Carroll Funeral Home is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Mrs. Hughes was born 
Feb. 9, 1928, at Vermilion, the 
daughter of the late Claude 
and Emma Sawlaw.  She mar-
ried Harry C. Hughes Nov. 9, 
1946, at Henderson, Ky., and 
he preceded her in death May 
1, 2013. They were married 66 
years and 6 months.  

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Harry W. (Carol) Hughes 
of Paris, Wyatt (Lorrie) 
Hughes of Paris, Vanetta (Clark 
Haase) Roberts of Paris; her 
grandchildren, Joe Hughes of 
Paris, Matt Hughes of Saltillo, 
Miss., Weston (Jenny) Hughes 
of Marshall,  Whitney (Josh) 
Stepp of Pearl, Miss., Jared Rob-
erts of Paris and Heath Roberts 
of Paris; her great-grandchil-
dren, Peyton Hughes, Con-
nor Hughes, Chazz Lindsey, 
Chloee Hughes, Ashtin Stepp, 
Collin Stepp, Maddox Stepp 

JANA HUDDLESTON
OAKLAND — Jana Kyle 

Huddleston, 55, passed away 
Sunday, June 21, 2020.

A funeral 
service is 3 
p.m. Sunday, 
June 28, at 
Krabel Fu-
neral Home 
in Oakland. 
The funeral 
is followed by 

a dinner at 4 p.m., at the East 
Harrison Street Church of 
God, Charleston. Visitation is 
1:30 p.m. today, June 27, at the 
funeral home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

TERRY HENRY
A graveside memorial ser-

vice for Terry Lane Henry, 65, 
of Paris, who passed away April 

27, 2020, at 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital is 4:30 
p.m. Saturday, 
July 11, at 
Hoult Cem-
etery, Chris-
man. Visita-

tion is from 1 to 4 p.m. July 11 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com

JOHNSON HUDDLESTON HUGHES

MCCARTY

STEFFEY

HENRY

and Alivia Roberts; a neph-
ew, Forrest Sonny Sawlaw of 
Monticello and a niece, Patricia 
Leonard of Temple, Texas. 

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, Wayne Sawlaw; 
her sisters, Nema Clark and 
Opal; a grandson, Daniel; and 
a nephew, Max Sawlaw. 

Mrs. Hughes was employed 
by several businesses in Paris 
during her working career. She 
worked at the Godding Boot 
Factory, Colson’s, Windbreak-
er Jacket Factory, Zenith, Grab 
it Here, Ray’s Star Market and 

Page’s IGA. She worked for Ca-
sey’s General Store during her 
semi-retirement, and she fully 
retired at the age of 75. 

She enjoyed going to ball-
games of her children and 
grandchildren and being with 
her family.  She was loved by 
so many people and loved ev-
eryone.  

Memorial donations were 
may be made to Paris Youth 
Baseball.

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

BY JERRY NOWICKI
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — 
Restaurants across the state 
were set to open for indoor 
dining Friday among oth-
er additions to allowable 
activities under the state’s 
Restore Illinois plan. The 
state released new guidance 
for reopening businesses 
Monday.  

Restaurants must arrange 
seating so tables are 6-feet 
apart, and parties larger 
than 10 people are not al-
lowed, per state guidelines. 
Standing areas such as bars 
can operate at no more than 
25 percent of capacity, and 
staff is required to wear face 
coverings when serving cus-
tomers.

As well, gatherings of 50 
people — up from 10 — 
will be allowed in Illinois, 
including at weddings and 
funerals. Fitness centers, 
movie theaters, museums 
and zoos can reopen with 
capacity limits and health 
guidelines in place. Indus-
try-specific guidelines from 
the state can be found at 
Illinois.gov/businessguide-
lines.

The state continues to see 
downward trends in hos-
pitalizations and positivity 
rate of those tested for the 
COVID-19 virus. The num-
ber of new cases has leveled 
off to about 450 to 700 daily 
over the past 10 days, even 
as more businesses and ac-
tivities get the green light to 
reopen.

Hospital bed, intensive 
care bed and ventilator use 
by COVID-19 patients on 
Monday, June 22, were at 

State releases 
Phase 4 guidance
Restaurants can 
offer indoor dining 
with restrictions

lows since the state began re-
porting the numbers daily on 
April 12, with 1,628, 419 and 
256, respectively. The state 
continues to report about 
18,000 to 30,000 test results 
daily, and the positivity rate for 
tests conducted over the past 
seven days is approximately 
2%, according to the Illinois 
Department of Public Health. 

Monday’s 462 new cases 
among 18,219 tested made 
for a positivity rate of about 
2.5 percent, and the new cas-
es reported were the lowest in 
one week’s time. There were 
26 more COVID-19-related 
deaths reported to bring the 
total to 6,671 among 137,224 
confirmed cases since the pan-
demic began, and the recovery 
rate is 94 percent for those 42 
days removed from a positive 
test, according to IDPH.

“The state of Illinois has 
made great progress in slow-
ing the spread of COVID-19, 
largely because of the measures 
our administration enacted to 
protect residents and commu-
nities during this public health 
crisis,” IDPH Director Ngozi 
Ezike said in a news release. 
“Our strategy to encourage 
social distancing and expand 
testing and contact tracing will 
enable Illinois communities to 
continue to take steps to re-
open, to return to work and to 
resume daily activities.”

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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A cry 
for help, 
but what 
kind?

The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (ISBE) provided a first glimpse 
on what returning to schools in the 
state this fall will look like with its 
newest 63-page document, “Starting 
the 2020-2021 School Year.”

Although the contents of the doc-
ument really did not surprise most 
educators, parents and students, we 
have to admit it’s more than a little 
difficult to imagine what school will 
be like when students return this fall.

Many are wringing their hands 
about the changes coming — stu-
dents and teachers wearing masks, 
breakfast and lunch, instrumental 
and choral music and the simple 
classroom organization. 

Is it going to be different? Of course 
it is because everything is differ-
ent in our world. Like it or not, the 
COVID-19 virus is still with us and 
it is our duty to protect our children, 
neighbors, friends and senior citizens. 

So instead of wringing our hands 

and lamenting the directives, all of us 
— administrators, teachers, parents 
and adults — must look at the com-
ing year as an opportunity.

How, you ask? Professor Barry 
Houser, director of the Marching 
Illini at the University of Illinois, 
provided one of most motivational 
posts we’ve read about the changes 
in our schools — and he’s right.

And while Houser was primarily 
talking about music education, his 
thoughts really apply to every class-
room and every grade level.

“This is a time to reimagine what 
we can do in our classrooms — to 
focus on the individual student and 
their musical development. Don’t 
focus on what we can’t do. Look at 

the ‘how’ not necessarily the ‘what’ 
and let’s keep music education alive 
in each of our classrooms.”

Houser acknowledged there likely 
won’t be full halftime shows, parades 
or other performance opportunities 
for students  but “We can do things 
we have not been able to do before 
— engage with your community, 
support your football team, play for 
fans as they tailgate, share and take 
our music out into the community. 
It’s time to reimagine my friends.

“We must engage with our stu-
dents and provide opportunities for 
them to be socially and emotionally 
engaged. They need us to make the 
right decision for their overall safety 
and well-being.”

Houser concluded with what 
should be each of our mantras: “We 
can do this — focus on the how let’s 
make it happen.”

Let’s be positive for our the sake of our 
children, our teachers and community.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Focus on the positive

Politicians 
resume 
fundraisers
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include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
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We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 
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In a recent column, I averred that the 
George Floyd death and protests-in-reaction 
represented a classic case of the powerful us 

versus them syndrome that 
is baked into the human 
brain. Racism is a subset of 
this syndrome.

Floyd’s brother gave 
testimony this past week to 
Congress that was in effect a 
cry for help for the “thems” 
of our society. But what kind 
of help, and will it really 
help?

Try as we might, and 
must, racism is not going 

to be erased in short order, though I believe 
significant progress has been made since 
the 1960s: The percentage of blacks earning 
college degrees has quadrupled, and rigid 
housing segregation barriers have largely 
been torn down. 

As a white country boy, I am obviously no 
expert on this topic, yet I am not clueless. 
As an aide to Gov. Jim Thompson in the 
1980s, I was sent to impoverished, mostly 
African-American East St. Louis for three 
weeks, to investigate what level of vitality 
and capacity existed by which to jump-start a 
renewal. Not much, I found.

The poverty I saw in East St. Louis was 
not that of money, but a poverty of spirit, 
capacity, hope, and largely — not in all cases 
— dysfunctional families. 

For generations now, neighborhoods 
without hope have been breeding grounds 
for gangs. The gangs serve social purposes 
not all that different in many ways from 
those of my college fraternity of yore. We all 
seek companionship, brotherhood, a sense 
of belonging, mutual support, social status, 
success. 

Based on their difficult experiences with 
gangs in desperate neighborhoods, police 
— of whatever color — tend to develop, or 
so I think, us-versus-them attitudes toward 
gangs. The result is frustration, exasperation, 
anger toward the miscreants and, as we have 
seen, brutality at times.

I returned this past year to East St. Louis, 
to be on a panel to discuss urban-rural 
similarities. Since my time in the town in the 
early 1980s, the city has shrunk from 55,000 
to 26,000, fewer than half as many residents. 
With big swaths of vacant land in the heart 
of town, the city gave the impression of 
abandonment. Because housing segregation 
had diminished since I was last in the city, 
apparently those who could have moved out, 
leaving the remainder with even less commu-
nity leadership. 

How to respond to the cries for help for 
desperate communities like East St. Louis?

The Us-es — probably including you and 
me — are willing to spend some money on 
the Thems, out of our church upbringing to 
support the poor — especially if there is also 
benefit for the Us-es. For example, increasing 
the educational achievement of the Thems 
will benefit the whole of our economy.

But money isn’t primarily the issue. The 
issue is dysfunctional subcultures. (I define 
culture as distinct patterns of behavior.)

The East St. Louis school district spent 
$16,000 per student in 2019. Just 2 percent 
of high schoolers at East St. Louis were 
proficient in math in 2019; none exceeded 
proficiency. That means 98 percent of all 
students were basically failing math. 

In contrast, near me, the mostly white/
Asian-American Dunlap school district 
(suburban Peoria) spends $12,000 per pupil. 
Forty percent of Dunlap students were profi-
cient in math; 20 percent exceeded proficien-
cy — way, way above state averages. 

So, how do we transform underperforming 
subcultures into achievers? Wealthy whites 
would spend big money if they believed 
transformation could happen.

Cultures can change. For example, teen 
births in the U.S. are down from 61.8 per 
1,000 females age 15-19 in 1990 to just 17.4 
in 2018, the lowest ever recorded. Talk about 
an incredibly positive change in behavior 
patterns. Key factors in the trend appear to 
be less sex, use of more effective contracep-
tion and more information about pregnancy 
prevention are key factors.

Another tack would be to take youngsters 
out of toxic subcultures. I know a sharp, 
hard-working African-American mother who 
moved her four kids out of the wrong side of 
Peoria to a rural community, where they all 
seem to be thriving and achieving.

I have another idea: The Oriental Acad-
emy of Child Development. As a condition 
of any welfare programs from which they 
benefit, parents would be required to attend 
classes taught by Korean and Chinese fami-
lies on how to prepare your child for success. 

Many African-American families might 
understandably be offended about learning 
of child development from whites. So, why 
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See NOWLAN, Page 7A

Anti-statue movement turns into absurdity
The United States’ frenzy of 

statuary iconoclasm has taken a 
turn into the theater of the absurd. 

Knocking down 
or defacing 
statues of national 
founders or heroes 
not only displays 
ignorance of histo-
ry but also assaults 
the principles of 
Western civiliza-
tion that allow for 
racial progress to 
continue.

Destroying 
statues is often a part of revolu-
tionary movements. Patriots tore 
down a statue of King George III 
as the American Revolution gained 
steam. Those seeking freedom from 
communism’s vile yoke pulled 
down the monuments to their 
oppressors, Lenin and Stalin. It’s no 
surprise, therefore, that the protests 
over the killing of George Floyd 
have targeted edifices honoring 
the heroes of the Confederacy. As 
the Confederacy’s vice president, 
Alexander Stephens, said in his 
cornerstone speech, the Confeder-
acy rested on, “the great truth, that 
the negro is not equal to the white 
man; that slavery — subordination 
to the superior race — is his natural 
and normal condition.” Monu-
ments to this revolting sentiment 
have no place in a United States 
that is dedicated to the opposite 
principle — that all men are creat-
ed equal.

That principle was first politically 
enunciated in the Declaration of 
Independence, and it has been 
America’s cornerstone ever since. 
All reasonable people acknowledge 
that it has been inconsistently 
applied throughout our nation’s 
history, but that principle has been 
the fuel of every movement that 
brought further emancipation. The 
early suffragists explicitly appealed 
to it at the first women’s rights 
meeting, the Seneca Falls Conven-
tion of 1848. Abraham Lincoln op-

posed slavery under its banner, and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt created the 
New Deal by citing its promise. The 
greatest speech of the 1960s civil 
rights revolution, the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech, is a masterful disquisition 
on that immortal principle. It is 
America’s gift to the world.

Protesters who tear down 
statues to brave warriors who 
fought to more fully implement 
that principle mock and dishonor 
the idea that enables us to become 
a more perfect union. George 
Washington owned slaves, but he 
also founded a nation dedicated 
to the idea whose incompatibility 
with slavery made its eradication 
inevitable. Defacing or toppling his 
monuments dishonors the country. 
More than any man save Lincoln, 
Ulysses S. Grant destroyed the 
Confederacy with his magisterial 
generalship. As president, he tried 
to extend the Civil War’s purpose 
by presiding over the Reconstruc-
tion of the South, an effort that was 
abandoned only after he left office. 
Toppling his statue — as protesters 
did in San Francisco, citing a slave 
whom Grant was gifted and later 
freed before the war — is ahistori-
cally ludicrous.

There are those who say that 
Western civilization itself ought to 
be undone — that monuments to 
people such as these ought to be 
destroyed because of their partici-
pation in an endeavor that included 
global colonialism and racism. This 
fever has extended elsewhere, as 
statues to the English sailor Capt. 
James Cook, the man who brought 
knowledge of Australia and New 
Zealand to Europe, have been 
defaced in both countries by people 
who believe he paved the way for 
colonialism and the oppression of 
indigenous people. British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill’s 
courage saved the world from Nazi 
barbarism, but his statue in London 
has also been vandalized for racist 
statements he once said.

It is here that sober minds must 
pause and reflect. There is no 
pure past to which one can turn 
for intellectual sustenance if one 
desires a political regime dedicated 
to freedom and equality. Just about 
every pre-modern political regime 
was predicated upon the idea that 
its purported superiority justified 
treating outsiders over whom it 
ruled as if those people were not hu-
man beings. Aztecs murdered their 
war captives as human sacrifices to 
their gods. Many black Africans did 
not see other black Africans as fel-
low human beings to be protected 
against white slave traders; instead, 
they simply captured them and sold 
them to profit themselves. Mongol 
conquest of Russia and China was 
brutal and tyrannical as the warrior 
clan ruled on its own and for its 
own benefit. Almost all civilization 
has been based on inequality and 
tyranny regardless of the color of 
the masters’ skin.

Modern Western civilization and 
its revolutionary ideals, however, 
have allowed for the peaceful, 
pan-racial democracies protesters 
say they want. The West’s ideals 
of universal freedom and human 
equality permit it to reform itself 
peacefully and extend the reality of 
freedom to fit the reality of human 
diversity. We take a multiethnic, free 
state for granted, but no such thing 
had ever existed before modern 
times. That is the achievement that 
statues to people such as Washing-
ton and Grant honor, an achieve-
ment that makes today’s protesters 
possible.

It is easy to destroy; it is hard to 
build. The American edifice that 
imperfect men and women have 
built over the past two centuries 
is a solid foundation for the just 
nation in which we live and seek to 
improve. We must not burn it down 
in the vain hope that a better future 
can emerge from its bonfire.

(Henry Olsen is a Washington Post 
columnist and a senior fellow at the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center.)
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As Illinois slowly begins 
the reopening process, 
some state legislators have 
decided 
to start 
hosting 
in-person 
fundrais-
ers. For the 
past few 
months, 
most 
legislative 
incum-
bents and 
challengers 
have abandoned fundrais-
ing. The global pandemic, 
accompanied by an inter-
national economic crash, 
made the idea of raising 
campaign money seem 
crass, inappropriate and 
even dangerous.

Eventually, some folks 
began hosting online 
fundraisers. It's an election 
year, after all, and elections 
cost money. So, for a price, 
contributors could pay for 
a password to attend Zoom 
events and support their 
candidates of choice.

Several candidates also 
began dialing for dollars. 
But April was not a good 
month for campaigns. 
$2.87 million in A-1 reports 
(contributions of $1,000 
or over) were filed in April. 
That's about a third of the 
$7.7 million reported in 
April of 2016, a similar 
election cycle.

Just $3.6 million in A-1 
contributions were report-
ed this May, which is about 
a fifth of the $15.5 million 
reported in May of 2016. 
June's A-1s were showing 
$1.8 million on June 18, 
which is well below the $8.2 
million reported during the 
same period four years ago.

The governor's reopening 
plan will allow for gath-
erings of up to 50 people 
(far more than the current 
10) starting June 26, and 
some politicos are taking 
advantage.

Rep. Lisa Hernandez 
(D-Cicero) hosts an 
annual golf outing to mark 
her birthday. This year's 
fundraiser is tentatively 
scheduled for July 28 at 
Gleneagles Country Club 
in Lemont. Tickets range 
from $750 for a foursome 
to $5,000 for a platinum 
sponsorship.

"We're not doing any-
thing inside," Hernandez 
told me. She said she usual-
ly has a dinner during what 
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Cadillac Products Packaging Company in Paris, IL, is an 
established leader in the film/flexible packaging industry. 
We offer an excellent benefits package including medical, 
dental, and vision coverage, life insurance, 401(k) with 
Company match, vacation, paid time off, tuition reimburse-
ment, paid holidays, night shift differential, and bonus 
potential. Employees only work seven out of every fourteen 
days/nights, with time off during the week and three-day 
weekends every other week. We are currently seeking 
applicants to join our team in the roles of:

PRODUCTION ASSOCIATES
OPERATORS

To apply, please complete the application for the Paris Plant at 
www.cadprod.com/employment, send a resume to jobs@
cadprod.com, call us at (217) 463-1444, or apply in person at 
2005 S. Main St. Paris, IL.

NOW HIRING

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend, email uie-cce@illinois.edu.

3 online Zoom chats with 4-H'ers in
another state!  Travel from home!

Virtual Exchange

ILLINOIS 4-H

with Tennessee
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had been an all-day event, but 
not this year. She'll still have a 
margarita tent set up at the 9th 
hole and food will be available, 
but nothing inside.

The Pritzker administration 
released detailed Phase 3 
golfing guidelines in late May, 
which, among other things, 
permitted foursomes and 
restricted golf carts to just one 
person unless riders were from 
the same household. Phase 4 
golfing guidelines had not yet 
been issued when I spoke with 
Hernandez, and she said she'll 
need to wait until that happens 
before she can finalize her 
preparations.

However, Hernandez will 
not be the first legislator to 
hold an in-person fundraising 
event since the crisis began.

I checked around and it 
looks like Rep. Ryan Spain 
(R-Peoria) might be the first 
to try to go back to in-per-
son fundraising. Spain's golf 

outing is scheduled for July 
13, according to the House 
Republican Organization.

Senate Republican Leader 
Bill Brady has a Springfield 
fundraiser scheduled two 
days later at a popular local 
beer garden. "All CDC social 
distancing guidelines will be 
strictly followed," reads the 
Brady event invite. Tickets, 
ranging in price from $250 
to $10,000, will therefore be 
limited, the invite notes.

Rep. Mike Halpin (D-Rock 
Island) has a golf outing on 
July 30. Democratic Sens. 
Dave Koehler and Tony 
Munoz are holding August 
events. Republican Sens. Jason 
Barickman, Don Dewitte and 
Sue Rezin are also holding Au-
gust events. Several other folks 
are likely to schedule events 
in August and September, 
numerous sources say.

But will people show up? 
Hernandez, for one, says she's 
not worried if people decide 
not to come. "If it's a small 
group, it's small," she said. 

"It's OK." Hernandez has no 
general election opponent. 
Money is tight, so her event 
may well be on the small side.

Outdoor events like the one 
Hernandez is planning are 
undoubtedly much safer than 
indoor events. And wearing 
masks really does work to halt 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Hospitalizations are a two-to-
three week lagging indicator, 
and three weeks after the mas-
sive civil rights protests began, 
Illinois hospitalizations were 
actually declining. That's prob-
ably because most protesters 
wore face coverings.

But make no mistake, there 
is real risk here, albeit relative-
ly small for outdoor gather-
ings. If somebody catches the 
virus at a campaign fundrais-
er, the unlucky candidate is 
gonna be in for some abso-
lutely horrible publicity.

The state has pushed the 
virus curve down so low that 
the risks of overrunning our 
hospitals with sick patients 
are no longer immediately 

dire. So, go for it if you want.
Just please be careful out 

there. One cannot possibly 
raise enough money to over-
come the negative publicity of 
spreading the virus (and possi-
bly killing people) at an event. 
Strictly police the fundraiser 
to make sure the sponsore 
does not wind up a casualty, 
physically and/or politically. It 
just ain't worth it.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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not learn from other cul-
tures “of color,” which are 
achieving even more than 
our dominant Caucasian 
culture? Indeed, white 
parents might benefit as 
well.

Cockamamie? Maybe. 
Why not try pilot projects 
to see? 

We must think outside 
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the box, or little if anything 
will change. Oh, sure, we 
can throw more money at 
the problem; that’s easy, but 
it apparently wouldn’t solve 
anything.

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly news-
paper in central Illinois.)

FIRST NEIGHBOR BANK EARNS AWARD FOR SERVICE

Special to The Prairie Press

The Illinois Bankers Association (IBA) honored First Neighbor Bank, as well as two other community banks in Illinois, for their 
exceptional community service with 2020 Illinois Bank Community Service Awards. The awards were presented during the IBA’s 
virtual Annual Conference June 16. This is the 18th year for the Community Service awards, which honor Illinois financial insti-
tutions that demonstrate a high level of service in their communities. First Neighbor Bank has branches in five central Illinois 
counties — including Edgar County — and has a very community-minded staff and Board of Directors.   When their community 
needs help, the bank steps up whether with manpower, funding or simply advice. The most recent project was the fundraising and 
construction of the Neal Center YMCA in Toledo — population 1,200 — and over $1 million was raised. This has had wide-reaching 
effect with 1,700-plus YMCA members from the surrounding communities. 

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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One listen and you'll 
know why Garth
 Brooks is a fan 

of this hit country 
songwriter/singer

Bringing you the gift
of gospel music from

five-time Grammy 
nominated, 

seven-time GMA 
Dove Award winners 

Be mesmerized by 
sizzling dance 

numbers, nostalgic 
ballads & romantic 
comedy, backed by 

live musicians

9-24-20 11-14-2010-10-20 12-11-20

Be entertained by
this fast-paced, 

high energy circus 
show for all ages, 
all wrapped up in

a blanket of comedy

This duo won’t 
disappoint with

their ‘Stomp meets 
Blue Man meets 
Cirque du Soleil’

style performance

Visit www.pcofa.net for show & ticket information  • Box Office 217-251-2016

Join us to celebrate
the end of summer 

with the most booked 
Beach Boys Tribute 
Band in the world

Laugh out loud as
expert ventriloquism 

plays off perfectly 
timed comedy and 

witty musical interludes

From Oakland IL to 
Carnegie Hall, this 
enormously gifted 

concert pianist 
returns for an 

encore performance

Show & Sales Info:

2020-21 Show Schedule
RESERVE YOUR SEATS NOW!

3-5-21 3-20-212-19-21 4-23-21

EMBRACEABLE YOU - 
The Music of 
George Gershwin

Early Bird Subscription Sales 6/26 - 7/15   33% SAVINGS!!

Subscription Sales 7/16 - 9/24   25% SAVINGS!!  

Individual Ticket Sales begin 7/16

All shows begin at 7 PM Central, except Sail On which 
begins at 6:30

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

There is also a plan to pur-
chase more Chromebooks in 
case a return to remote learn-
ing is necessary. Spencer said 
this purchase will allow the 
district to supply at least ev-
ery high school student with a 
Chromebook.

The district has purchased 
masks since ISBE requires ev-
eryone in school buildings to 
wear them, and Spencer said 
the school will supply masks to 
students.

“Due to the pandemic, we 
will do online registration for 
the first time,” said Spencer. 
“Registration starts Monday 
for a test run.”

Families without computers 
or Internet access at home will 
have the opportunity to visit 
the school at certain times to 
use the computer lab to take 
care of registration.

Hasten told board members 
he plans to meet with Spencer 
and Harley to develop a plan 
for reopening based on the 
ISBE information and have 
that available for board review 
at the August meeting.

The other big announce-
ment of the evening was not 
having a need to transfer funds 
within the budget to help the 
education fund. 

“We did better than I antic-
ipated,” said Hasten, noting 
the education fund is closing 
the year with approximately a 
$99,000 surplus.

He said there are some 
negative numbers showing in 
some funds, but those were 
anticipated with scheduled 
maintenance or a need to keep 
restricted funds from having 
too much cash on hand and are 
not a financial hardship for the 
district. 

According to Hasten, all of 
the main funds in the budget 
closed with surpluses for the 
year and he anticipates a favor-
able review by the ISBE after 
an audit is completed. 

The superintendent present-
ed a suggested fee schedule 
for the new school year that 

KANSAS
FROM PAGE 1A

POLICE
FROM PAGE 1A

Now that Illinois is moving 
to Phase 4 of Recovery, the 
group has planned a UTV ride 
Saturday, July 18, beginning at 
the Vermilion Park. Registra-
tion — which costs $20 per 
person — begins at 11 a.m. 
with the ride starting at 1 p.m. 

“Absolutely 100 percent of 
the UTV ride registration goes 
to the fund,” Colvin said.

The group has received per-
mission from three Vermilion 
area resident to use their land 
for the ride. A dinner will be 
served at 5 p.m. at the Ver-
milion Park for no additional 
charge. The menu includes 
pulled pork and all the trim-
mings. It’s rumored Georgia 
Colvin’s famous brownies will 
also be served. 

All officers are invited to join 
the group for the meal, Colvin 
said, and arrangements are be-
ing made to provide all on-duty 
officers in the county a meal. 
The meat is being prepared by 
Colvin and Jake Henson.

Wood emphasized the 
event is a family ride strictly for 
UTV’s — no four-wheelers, 
three-wheelers, Jeeps or dirt 
bikes. An ATV — all-terrain ve-
hicle — is also known as quad 
or four-wheeler and is meant 
for single-riders. A UTV — 
utility task vehicle — tends to 
be beefier and allows for side-
by-side riding for up to four 
people.

“This is something a lot of 
families enjoy doing together,” 
Wood said.

Once purchased, the new 
equipment will ride in the seat 

next to each on-duty officer, 
Wood explained. The officers 
are already wearing the light-
weight Kevlar vest with a small-
er protective plate. 

“All they have to do is slip 
the other vest over the daily 
vest and put on the helmet,” he 
noted. The full-body protective 
shield will include lights and a 
view port for the officer.

Wood said no additional 
training is needed for the offi-
cers to use the new equipment, 
although he noted the new 
vest weighs about 25 pounds 
— without any of the addition-
al equipment which may be 
placed on the vest.

Colvin said although Edgar 
County is not an urban area, 
smaller towns cannot assume 
an active shooter attack will 
never occur in a public area, 
school or church.

“They (law enforcement of-
ficers) are protecting my family 

and we need to protect them,” 
he said. 

Anyone wanting to donate to 
the project may do so through 
the Edgar County Community 
Foundation, Colvin said. 

“Doug Hasler, Christian 
Colvin and Warren Sperry of 
the ECCF were kind enough to 
set up this project for us,” Col-
vin said. All donations are tax 
deductible as ECCF is a 501(c) 
(3).

Wood said all county law 
enforcement officers appreci-
ate the work being done by the 
Friends of Edgar County Law 
Enforcement — especially in a 
time when law enforcement is 
under scrutiny in the U.S.

“This is equipment we need, 
but that we don’t ever want to 
have to use,” Vice concluded.

For questions about sup-
porting the UTV ride, the 
project or donations, contact 
Colvin at 217-822-3425.

revenue producing effort, and 
there is no desire to make the 
fees so expensive residents 
cannot afford to improve their 
properties. He said the changes 
will be in line with what neigh-
boring communities charge.

“It will be a flat fee,” said 
Griffin. “We’ve supplied a code 
officer all of these years to en-
force the ordinances, and we 
need to update what we charge 

for that service.”
The business portion of the 

meeting moved quickly with 
approvals to pay: $5,000 as the 
city’s reimbursement toward 
the county’s animal control 
officer; a reimbursement of 
$5,276 for the county’s Civil 
Defense fund; $1,133 to install 
a prisoner cage in one of the 
police department vehicles; 
$29,911 to Feutz Contrac-
tors for repairs to Crawford 
Street; and authorized a new 
three-year contract with Cen-

tral States Fireworks to do the 
Independence Day fireworks 
show in the city.

City manager Michael Mar-
tin explained the new contract 
with Central States moves the 
fireworks display in Paris to 
July 4 for the years of 2021, 
2022 and 2023. The city is 
committed to pay $10,000 
each year. He added there is no 
provision in the contract for an 
annual percentage increase re-
sulting in a higher fee from one 
show to the next.

PARIS
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Another resident of South-
ern Edgar County lodged 
complaints with the Edgar 
County Board about con-
tractors building the Ameren 
Illinois Rivers High-Voltage 
Transmission Line.

Phil Wright of Symmes 
Township was present for the 
county board’s special busi-
ness meeting Monday, June 
22, and spoke during the pub-
lic comment segment of the 
meeting. His two main com-
plaints are the contractors are 
not abiding by the road use 
agreement Ameren has with 
the county and the impacted 
townships and the speed at 
which the overloaded trucks 
are traveling on the narrow, 
rural roads.

“They’ve been on every 
road down there,” said Wright, 
noting specific roads are 
marked for contractor use but 

the concrete truck drivers and 
other vehicles are not com-
plying with those restrictions. 
“They don’t have to be on 
every road, tearing up every-
thing.”

He added the drivers have 
no respect for private proper-
ty and have used a neighbor’s 
yard as a turn around point. 
In that same line, Wright said 
the contractors are not putting 
down the weight distribution 
pads as required.

Wright acknowledged 
there is no point in making 
repairs until the construction 
is complete, while also stating 
Ameren needs to hold up its 
end of the road use agreement 
and make the roads as good as 
they were before construction. 

“We are deserving to have 
the roads put back the way 
they were before,” said Wright. 
“I had a blacktop road. I don’t 
want it to stay gravel.”

Board member Karl Farn-

ham Jr. wants someone from 
the county highway depart-
ment to be on site every day 
to make sure the contractor is 
complying with the road use 
agreement.

Board member Derrick 
Lorenzen was especially con-
cerned about trucks using un-
authorized roads and having 
any leverage to get Ameren to 
fix those roads since they are 
not part of the road use agree-
ment.

County engineer Aaron 
Lawson noted four separate 
crews are working over a wide 
area in the southern part of the 
county and dedicating enough 
people from the department’s 
small staff to provide daily 
oversight at the different loca-
tions will likely mean stopping 
summer maintenance projects.

“There is a misperception 
that we are not watching,” said 
Lawson. “We are out there.”

Joshua Knight is the county 

highway department’s liaison 
with Ameren for getting issues 
corrected. Lorenzen suggested 
county citizens get photos and 
license numbers of vehicles 
speeding and using roads oth-
er than the authorized routes. 
Such information should be 
relayed to the highway depart-
ment at 465-4139 to help doc-
ument violations.

Board member Andy Patrick 
lives on one of the authorized 
truck routes for the construc-
tion project, and he speculated 
every truck, especially the con-
crete trucks, going by his house 
is overloaded.

“Maybe we need to start 
enforcing those weight limits,” 
said Patrick. 

Chief Deputy Derek Weston 
of the sheriff’s department was 
present for the meeting. He 
said road deputies can swing 
through the area more fre-
quently on patrol to try and 
keep trucks off unauthorized 

roads and reduce the speed. 
“We need to monitor more,” 

said Farnham. “The highway 
department knows the road 
use agreement better than any-
one, and it won’t hurt for the 
sheriff to have a car go through 
the area occasionally looking 
for traffic violations.”

The purpose of the special 
meeting was to address three 
action items prior to the July 
business meeting.

Board members reluctantly 
accepted, with Farnham dis-
senting, an over-priced bid 
for taxiway work at the Edgar 
County Airport. The project 
originally had two bids that 
came in over the engineer’s es-
timate for cost, and those were 
rejected by the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation. 
Following rebidding, only one 
contractor bid and the price 
went up even more.

Lorenzen said IDOT re-
fused to bid it a third time and 

accepted the higher price.
A plan to move the 

911-emergency call center to 
another part of the jail was ap-
proved. Troy Eads, president of 
the Edgar County Emergen-
cy Telephone System Board 
(ETSB), explained the ETSB 
recently spent more than 
$300,000 for new mandated 
equipment. The new equip-
ment needs more space than 
the area the call center current-
ly occupies in the room near 
the jail’s public entrance. 

The third action was autho-
rizing the issuance of $325,000 
in tax anticipation notes to 
expand the $500,000 line of 
credit already established to 
alleviate cash flow problems. 
Board chairman Jeff Voigt said 
the action gives Edgar County 
Treasurer Don Wiseman au-
thority to take action, if need-
ed, without waiting for a regu-
lar board meeting or calling a 
special session. 

More complaints lodged about Ameren construction

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A special hearing Monday 
morning, June 22, to give the 
public a chance to ask ques-
tions about a plan to pursue 
a grant for fixing the Edgar 
County Courthouse, did not 
attract public attention.

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt said the county is prepar-
ing a grant application to the Illi-
nois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity for 
money through the Rebuild 
Illinois Program, adding the 
new grant program is part of the 
state’s 2019 capital bill.

“We need an open hearing 
because there is no line item 
in our budget for it,” said Voigt. 
“The grant is due soon.”

Roof work is the major need 
at the courthouse since emer-
gency repairs undertaken a few 
years ago are approaching the 
end of their useful life. Those 
repairs did not address all of 
the deteriorated decorative 
metal work on the roof. 

According to county en-
gineer Aaron Lawson, the 
courthouse has multiple roofs 
and each type has its own 
needs and presents different 

problems. The four covered 
entryways to the courthouse 
have flat roofs. Moving higher 
on the building is a red slate 
roof, then a metal roof and an 
asphalt shingle roof is in place 
where the clocktower meets 
the main building.

Voigt said the first phase of 
work is repairing the flat roofs 
on the porches and moving 
the air conditioning units from 
those roofs to a location on 
the ground. That work also in-
cludes stopping leaks from the 
porch areas that allowed water 
to get inside the building, re-
sulting in interior damage. 

“Future grants are tied to the 
sale of more bonds,” said Voigt, 
regarding how soon work can 
start on the main roof. 

Discussion revealed a new 
architectural firm is taking over 
the project. Weiss, Janey El-
stner Associates (WJE) is the 
firm that did the clocktower 
restoration, designed the emer-
gency roof repairs and created 
the plan prioritizing the work 
as required for the grant appli-
cation. 

Both Voigt and Lawson 
liked Baysinger Architects of 
Marion lower fee schedule and 

innovative approaches to prob-
lem solving.  

Lawson said pursuant to 
county board instructions he 
contacted WJE about moving 
forward with the courthouse 
roof repairs and was informed 
the original cost estimate for 
fixing the roof doubled.

“The first architect said ba-
sically everything had to be 
replaced,” added Voigt. “The 
second architects are advocat-
ing a mix of replacement and 
repairs.”

It was also noted Baysinger’s 
fee is 10% of the project, which 
is less than the 15% fee com-
monly charged.

Lawson advised county 
board members a significant 
amount of the project’s ex-
pense will come from the erec-
tion of scaffolding to reach the 
courthouse’s slate roof. He said 
some of the ballpark figures 
given to him are in the neigh-
borhood of $200,000 for scaf-
folding expenses. 

With nobody present to ask 
questions or discuss the grant 
application, the hearing closed 
and the county board moved 
onto a special meeting and the 
regular study session. 

Nobody comes to public hearingkept all charges the same as 
2019-2020.

“I feel like we are doing 
a pretty good job for the 
community,” said Hasten. 
“I think in these uncertain 
times, we don’t need to 
make things difficult.”

The district did see about 
a 15 percent increase in the 
Property/Casualty/Lia-
bility Insurance Renewal. 
That premium went from 
$36,000 for the 2019-2020 
school year to $42,000 for 
the coming fiscal year.

Board members ap-
proved the purchase of a 
used 2019 Dodge Grand 
Caravan to replace the cur-
rent school van from 2001, 
which Hasten described as 
being at the end of its life 
expectancy. 

In other action items, the 
board, accepted the resig-
nations of junior high boys 
basketball coach TJ Bishop 
and teacher Beth Gibson, 
and approved hiring Taylor 
Goldsmith and Joetta Pin-
nell as one-on-one aides. 
Marissa Morrisey was hired 
as an assistant high school 
volleyball coach.

Special to The Prairie Press

Friends of Edgar County Law Enforcement is sponsoring a UTV 
ride on Saturday, July 18, beginning and ending at the Vermilion 
Park. UTV rides are particularly popular with families, including, 
Chris and Patty Brewington, pictured with grandchildren Laila 
and Chase. UTV’s are also known as side-by-sides and include 
seat belts and other safety features.
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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Special to The Prairie Press

Some dieting recipes are not made to feed a crowd. Others, like these pot roast tacos, come together quickly and keep hungry 
mouths satisfied.

In the last year, we have 
learned much more about 
black holes, but there is still 
more we don’t know than 
we do. A black hole, simply 
described, is a dark spot in 
the universe, but not because 
light is being blocked as in a 
solar eclipse. The light is just 
gone with the photons being 
swallowed up.

They are mystical objects 
of the cosmos and the point 
at which our laws of physics 
break down.   Like a Pandora’s 
Box, when physicists solve 
the riddle the knowledge will 
change the laws of nature as 
we know them. When science 
unravels the mysteries of 
black holes it will destroy our 
standard model for either 
quantum mechanics or gravity. 
One will have to give.

Andrew Fabian won the $1 
million Kavli Prize in May for 
his work in X-ray astronomy. 
Fabian studies galaxy evolu-

tion with the flow of gasses 
into the black hole at a galaxy’s 
center. Studying how black 
holes influence their surround-
ing galaxies on both large and 
small scales yielded important 
insights into the ecosystem of 
galaxies.

 The first picture of a black 
hole was published in April 
2019. Astronomers using the 
Event Horizon Telescope 
Array (EHT) got an image of 
the black hole at the center of 
galaxy M87. It is 55 million 
light years away with a mass 
6.5 billion times that of our 
sun, with the enormous 
gravity holding the trillions of 
stars in that elliptical galaxy 
together as they rotate around 
it. Our own Milky Way Galaxy 
does the same, but our center 
black hole is smaller. The one 
at our center is a mere 4 mil-
lion times the mass of the sun 
and lies in the direction of the 
constellation Sagittarius in the 

night sky.
 The clear 

picture of 
M87’s black 
hole shows a 
region with 
no light being 
emitted and 
surrounded 
by a ring of 
fire with the 
light from 

millions of stars. It is an intense 
source of X-rays emanating 
from the edge of the black 
hole. The boundary is called 
the event horizon and the 
point of no return. Once any 
mass, or even energy particle, 
crosses the event horizon, it 
disappears never to return 
to our time/space reality. It 
enters a new time and space 
reality

 Seeing a black hole is like a 
Dr. Seuss riddle. We do not see 
them as they are but observe 
what’s not there. Just last week, 

LIGO, the giant gravity wave 
detector, picked up the sig-
nature of a gravity distortion 
from a small black hole falling 
into the gravity pit of a giant 
black hole. This small black 
hole was a size we believed 
theoretically impossible to 
result from stellar collapse. 
It was barely twice the mass 
of our sun, and mathemati-
cally it takes three times the 
mass. Something will have 
to be modified as the math is 
worked out. 

Terms like “super black 
holes” can be misleading to 
the public, because a black 
hole does not have to be super 
massive. They are the easiest 
to conceptualize, but a black 
hole is any gravity source for 
which the escape velocity is 
greater than the speed of light. 
The universe should be full of 
micro-black holes. 

Our own planet could 
become a black hole if com-

pressed enough. The Earth 
has a diameter of 8,000 miles, 
but if the entire mass could 
be squeezed into a sphere 
the size of Edgar County, the 
gravity would be so strong it 
would generate a black hole. 
It is not the amount of mass 
but the ratio of mass to size 
that creates a black hole. Super 
massive black holes are just 
easier to find.

Escape velocity is the min-
imum speed needed to break 
free and escape the gravity of 
a large body. That is what we 
experience as gravitational 
attraction. A rocket has to 
reach a speed of 25,000 mph 
to break free of Earth’s gravity. 
The speed needed for much 
larger Jupiter is 134,000 mph. 
The sun’s gravity is so great 
that a small space probe, a 
giant comet or a photon of 
light must reach a speed of 
1.5 million mph to escape the 
pull. Any speed less, and it will 

circle back around
The gravity of a black hole 

is so great the escape velocity 
is the speed of light (186,000 
miles a second). No mass or 
energy particle can break free 
of that gravitational attraction. 
The fabric of space is distorted 
so much that the curvature 
of the pit formed approaches 
infinity. 

A black hole is still just a 
gravity source, and its reach is 
limited. As long as a particle 
stays beyond the event hori-
zon (boundary to the abyss), 
it can be deflected in a fly-by 
or even orbit around the black 
hole. Recall from the above 
paragraph, the entire Milky 
Way Galaxy spirals around a 
black hole in a system of bal-
anced gravity similar to how 
the Earth orbits the sun.

A famous thought experi-
ment shows why our theories 
about gravity and quantum 

Black holes are the stuff of nightmares and new knowledge

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

FAMILY FEATURES

Losing weight and focusing on a 
healthful diet may lead one back to the 
same tried-and-true tricks, however, 

Family foods to lose weight

CHEESY GROUND BEEF SKILLET
Recipe courtesy of “Always Eat After 7 PM”

Ingredients
1 3/4 cups water
1  teaspoon sea salt
1  cup white rice
1  tablespoon olive oil
1  pound extra-lean ground beef
1  yellow onion, chopped
1  tablespoon garlic, chopped
1  red bell pepper, seeded and chopped
1  teaspoon dried oregano
1  teaspoon dried basil
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper 
1/2 teaspoon sea salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
1/2 cup tomato sauce
1  can (15 ounces) kidney beans, rinsed 

and drained
1  cup shredded cheddar cheese 
1/3 cup fresh parsley, minced 

In saucepan over high heat, bring water 
to boil. Add salt and rice; stir once 

then cover pot and reduce to low heat 18 
minutes. 

In large skillet, heat olive oil. Stir in 
ground beef. Cook and stir until beef is 
crumbly and no longer pink. Drain and 
discard excess grease. 

Mix in onion and garlic; cook until 
tender, about 5 minutes. Add bell pepper, 
oregano, basil, red pepper, sea salt and 
black pepper; cook and stir until bell 
pepper is tender, about 5 minutes. 

Stir in cooked rice, tomato sauce and 
kidney beans. Reduce heat and cover until 
vegetables are tender, about 8 minutes. 
Remove pan from heat, sprinkle cheese 
over top and garnish with parsley. 

POT ROAST TACOS
Recipe courtesy of “Always Eat After 7 
PM”

Ingredients
Chimichurri:
1 1/2 cups fresh Italian parsley
1  cup fresh cilantro
2  tablespoons green onion, chopped
1  tablespoon garlic, chopped
1/4 cup olive oil
2  tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1  tablespoon water
1  teaspoon sea salt
1  teaspoon crushed red pepper
Tacos:
3  cups chuck roast, slow cooked  and 

chopped 
8  yellow corn tortillas (6 inches)
1  ripe avocado, pitted and sliced
4  radishes, sliced
1/4 cup queso fresco, crumbled

To make chimichurri: In food proces-
sor, combine parsley, cilantro, onion and 
garlic until chopped. 

Add olive oil, lemon juice, water, 
salt and red pepper; process until fully 
combined. 

To assemble tacos: In medium skillet 
over medium-high heat, cook chopped 
chuck roast 5 minutes. Remove from 
heat and mix in 

1/2 cup chimichurri. In grill pan, char 
tortillas then fill evenly with meat, avo-
cado, radishes and queso fresco. Serve 
with remaining chimichurri. 

conventional wisdom doesn’t always 
pay dividends. Some eating plans may 
offer up new twists to help a dieter and 
family eat meals they enjoy without 
forgoing health goals.

For example, “Always Eat After 7 
PM,” written by Joel Marion, five-
time best-selling e-book author and 
co-founder of the e-commerce sup-
plement company BioTrust Nutrition, 
debunks popular diet myths and offers 
an easy-to-follow diet that acceler-
ates fat-burning and allows dieters to 
indulge in their most intense cravings 
by eating the majority of their calories 
at night. The outlined plan features a 
14-day acceleration phase designed for 

rapid results, a main phase when one 
learns which fat-burning foods to eat to 
achieve personal weight loss goals and 
a lifestyle phase”to keep the weight off 
for good. 

Conventional wisdom dictates that 
it’s best to avoid carbs, eat an early 
dinner and never eat immediately 
before bed. However, Marion debunks 
the myths underlying traditional dieting 
with a simple, highly effective weight 
loss program allowing readers to enjoy 
social dinners without restriction, sat-
isfy nighttime hunger with fat-burning 
sweet and salty pre-bedtime snacks and 
indulge cravings with strategically timed 

See FOOD, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 8B

(In last week’s Prairie 
Press, my grandson, Everett 
Lau, without warning to me, 
usurped my column space. 
Readers should know he 
has been firmly disciplined 
for disrespect. He made 
fun of my handicap (poor 
memory). His column was 
comparable to pointing at 
an old man with a horrible 
limp and saying, “Hee, 
hee, hee, the old geezer 
must’ve had polio, or maybe 
was stomped in a buffalo 
stampede.” Very rude and 
inconsiderate.)

   
Crawford is middle 

aged. I only recently 
became acquainted with 

him.  
He’s 

the kind 
of guy 
you’d 
like for a 
next-door 
neighbor 
or a son-
in-law. 
My main 
regret 
is that 

I didn’t meet him many 
years ago and share mem-
orable times growing up 
as one of his good pals. He 
would’ve liked me. I know 
because he seems to like 
everyone, male or female, 
Democrat or Republican.  
He greets everyone with a 
friendly smile.  

If he was a police officer 
who pulled somebody 
over for speeding and 
handed them a ticket, they 
would feel like thanking 
him. That’s the kind of 
engaging personality he 
possesses.

In fact, he has written 
tickets. Crawford was 
a deputy sheriff in his 
younger days. Says he 
loved the job, and his 
boss regretted the day 
he resigned to switch to 
another career. He kept 
busy. The county seat 
was populated by nearly 
30,000 people. Crawford 
also has a good sense of 
humor. He shared some of 

Some 
cops are 
actually 
funny

See CODGER, Page 8B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

"And whosoever shall give 
to drink unto these little ones 
a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a disciple, verily 
I say unto you he shall in 
no wise lose his reward." 
Matthew 10:42 (ASV)

This is where Ira Stan-
phill got his line about just 
a cup of water which he 
used 
in his 
song, 
"Follow 
Me." 
It is a 
striking 
thought 
to think 
that so 
little 
can 
amount 
to so much and that by 
simply being kind we can 
do great things for Jesus.  

Jesus encourages us to 
take on the little. It's not 
the size, but the focus 
of our giving that is the 
point.  

This is done to a little 
one, someone total-
ly without any prestige or 
ability to pay back in any 
way. One cannot expect 
any publicity and getting 
a picture in the paper next 
to the little one.  This is an 
act performed without any 
eye to the future at all.  

This is done in the name 
of a disciple. We have all 
learned from them and do 
the Jesus life because of 
their leading. In a sense, 
it can also be that we are 
acting as disciples our-
selves when we do this. Be 
a disciple yourself rather 
than merely an onlooker.

This one gives. It was 
his since a person can only 
legitimately give what is 
in his own possession, not 
someone else's. He lets 
loose of something and 
transfers it over to some-
one else. He doesn't even 
try to retain some kind of 
residual control over it.    

The cup of cold water 
is the least that we can do. 
That's the starting point. 
That's ground zero. When 
someone comes over, we 
may not have anything 
on hand to offer them, 
but we can always at least 

Small acts 
give real 
rewards

KEVIN
LEVELLIE
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 8B



CHILI LOADED BAKED 
POTATO

Ingredients
6  sweet potatoes (8 ounces 

each)
nonstick cooking spray
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
1  tablespoon olive oil
2  pounds ground chuck
2  yellow onions, diced
2  tablespoons garlic, minced
3  tablespoons chili powder
2  tablespoons ground  cumin
1  tablespoon dried oregano
2  teaspoons smoked paprika
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
3  cups low-sodium beef broth
1  can (28 ounces) crushed 

tomatoes
1  tablespoon apple cider 

vinegar
1  can (15 ounces) butter 

beans, drained and rinsed
1/2 cup fresh cilantro, 

chopped
1  Anaheim chile, minced
1  teaspoon sea salt
1/2 cup plain Greek yogurt
1/4 cup fresh cilantro leaves

Heat oven to 400 degrees F.
Line baking sheet or pan with 

parchment paper. 
Rinse and scrub sweet pota-

toes; pat dry with paper towel 
and pierce several times with 
fork or knife. 

Place in prepared pan. 
Lightly spray sweet potatoes 

with nonstick cooking spray and 
season with salt and pepper, to 
taste. Bake 45 minutes to one 
hour until tender when poked.

In pot, heat olive oil. Saute 
chuck until fully cooked. Drain 
fat and return to pot; add onion, 
garlic, chili powder, cumin, orega

no, paprika and cayenne pepper.
Reduce heat to medium-low 

and saute until onions are 
soft, about 10 minutes, stirring 
often.

Add broth, crushed tomatoes 
and vinegar to pot. Increase heat 
to high and bring to boil. Reduce 
to medium-low and simmer 10 
minutes. 

Add butter beans, cilantro and 
chile; cook 5 minutes. Season 
with sea salt.

Split potatoes lengthwise; 
fluff flesh with fork. 

Top evenly with chili, yogurt, 
cilantro leaves and red onion.
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Proudly serving 
Edgar and Clark 

counties

 

Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

       S A L E       S A L E
$8.99$8.99/lb/lbNew York Strip

Preorder Burgers & Brats for the 4th!

July 3 & 4
ONLY

We will be open July 4th  8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday, July 4 - Closed for the Holiday
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 07/01
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 07/02
Spaghetti w/
meatsauce,

7-layer salad
& garlic toast

Fri 06/03
Taco salad

w/cup 
of creamy 

tomato soup

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health has award-
ed $6,000 in scholarships to 
local students to further their 
education in the medical field. 
Scholarship winners for the 
2020-2021 school year are as 
follows:

PCH Volunteers’ Scholar-
ships: $1,000 each to Patricia 
Trammel, graduating senior 
at Paris High School, to study 
nursing at Indiana University, 
and Lacey Stults, clinic director 
at Horizon Health, to pursue a 
master’s degree in both nursing 
and business administration at 
Indiana Wesleyan University. 
This scholarship is available to 
high school graduating seniors 
and Horizon Health employ-
ees.

PCH Volunteers’ – Pat Spill-
man Memorial Scholarships: 
$500 each to Kelsie Crampton, 
graduating senior at Paris High 

Horizon Health awards scholarships

School, to study nursing at Ivy 
Tech Community College, 
and Caleb Lawson, graduating 
senior at Paris High School, to 

study nursing at Indiana State 
University, Bloomington. This 
scholarship is available to high 
school graduating seniors and 

Horizon Health employees to 
further their education in nurs-
ing.

Doc Acklin Healthcare 
Scholarships: $1,000 each to 
Caleb Lawson to study nurs-
ing at Indiana State Universi-
ty, Bloomington, and Mallory 
Pine to study epidemiology 
at Indiana University, with a 
plan of becoming a physician. 
This scholarship is available to 
graduating seniors from Paris 
Cooperative High School who 
embody the character traits 
of the late Dr. James Acklin of 
scholastic ability, participation 
in athletics and character.

Nursing Foundation Schol-
arships: $1,000 to Marcedez 
Cassity, of Paris, who is at-
tending Lake Land College. 
This scholarship is for people 
currently enrolled, or accepted 
into, a nursing program and is 
provided by Horizon Health’s 
Department of Nursing. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Tiffany Turner, chief nursing officer at Horizon Health, left, 
presents a check to Marcedez Cassity, of Paris, recipient of 
this year’s nursing foundation scholarship. Cassity is studying 
nursing at Lake Land College.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Eric Bradham, CPA, is 
closing the books after a 
41-year-career with Larsson, 

Bradham retiring after 41 years in accounting
Woodyard & 
Henson, LLP. 
He is looking 
forward to 
having more 
leisure time in 
retirement to 
devote to the 

things he loves.
Items on his new to do list 

are riding his Harley, spend-
ing time with his daughters, 
traveling and continuing his 
shooting activities at the local 
sportsman clubs.

Bradham began his career at 
LWH in 1979 as a staff accoun-
tant and became partner in 1986.

He has assisted clients with 

all aspects of accounting, in-
cluding taxes, financial state-
ment preparation, auditing, 
consulting and employee ben-
efits.  He enjoyed visiting his 
clients at their place of business 
believing that was often the key 
to providing a quality product.  

His clients have included 
individuals and both small and 
large closely held businesses, 
including financial institutions.  
Bradham said it was diversity 
that made his job challenging, 
interesting and fun.  

Bradham took over as part-
ner in charge of the Casey of-
fice in 2001 and has allocated 
his time between the Paris and 

Casey offices since that time.  
Thanks to technology he was 
able to be an integral part of 
both offices.  

He has worked closely with 
Katie Knoll in the Paris office 
and Megan Faulkner in the Ca-
sey office to ensure a smooth 
transition for clients, and he 
will continue to work as a con-
sultant for the firm on a part-
time basis.

The other partners and as-
sociates at LWH said they will 
miss the support, knowledge 
and fun Bradham has brought 
to the firm over the years and 
wish him the best in retire-
ment. 

BRADHAM

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Michael D. Step of Paris will 
be installed as the district gov-
ernor of Rotary International 
at 5 p.m., June 28.

Rotary is adapting to the 
coronavirus pandemic by mak-
ing the installation a virtual 

event that anybody can attend 
free by using a cell phone or 
other electronic device. Go to 
https://dacdb.com/SecLogin.
cfm by June 22 to register. 

According to information 
provided by Rotary, casual 
country attire is suggested and 
the installation includes music, 

inspiration, fellowship and fun. 
In addition to Step as district 

governor, the installation cer-
emony includes Heather Stoa 
as district governor elect, Con-
nie Walsh as district governor 
nominee, assistant governors, 
district committee chairs and 
club presidents.

Step named the Rotary District Governor

cheat meals. 
With straightforward food 

lists, easy-to-follow meal 
plans and recipes for each 

phase, this can be a simpler, 
more enjoyable way to 
lose weight without feeling 
restricted. Taken directly 
from the book, these recipes 
for Pot Roast Tacos with 
Chimichurri, Cheesy Ground 

Beef Skillet and Chili Loaded 
Baked Potato can help one 
take part in the program 
while enjoying time with 
loved ones at the family table. 

Learn more about the diet 
and book at joelmarion.com.

FOOD
FROM PAGE 1B
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CONTACT US:
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The staff will be on hand during the 
same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

The Lost Cause ideology
Diehard believers in the Old South’s way of life rewrote history with monuments, media

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The term Lost Cause 
emerged at the end of the Civ-
il War when Edward Pollard, 
editor of the Richmond Ex-
aminer, popularized it with his 
book “The Lost Cause,” which 
chronicled the Confederacy's 
demise. 

The term swiftly came into 
common use as a reference 
not only to military defeat, but 
defeat of the southern way of 
life — a phrase that generally 
referred to the South of the 
antebellum period, when plan-
tation slavery was still intact. 
Since the late nineteenth cen-
tury, historians have used the 
term Lost Cause to describe a 
particular belief system as well 
as commemorative activities 
that occurred in the South for 
decades after the Civil War. 

Commonly held beliefs 
were the war was fought over 
states' rights and not slavery, 
that slavery was a benevolent 
institution that offered Chris-
tianity to African savages and 
the war was a just cause in the 
eyes of God. Commemorative 
activities included erecting 
Confederate monuments and 
celebrating Confederate Me-
morial Day.

When describing the Lost 
Cause, historians have em-
ployed the terms like myth, 
cult, civil religion, Confederate 
tradition and celebration to 
explain this southern phenom-
enon. Many of these terms 
are used interchangeably, but 
they all refer to a conserva-
tive movement in the postwar 
South that was steeped in the 
agrarian traditions of the Old 
South and that complicated 

efforts to create a New South. 
For diehard believers in the 

Lost Cause, the term New 
South was repugnant and im-
plied there was something 
wrong with the values and tra-
ditions of the antebellum past. 
For individuals devoted to the 
idea of the Lost Cause, the Old 
South still served as a mod-
el for race relations (blacks 
should be deferential to whites 
as under slavery), gender roles 
(women should be deferential 
to their fathers, brothers and 
husbands) and class interac-
tions (poor whites should de-
fer to wealthier whites). 

Individuals believed the 
Confederacy, which sought to 
preserve the southern way of 
life, should be respected and its 
heroes, as well as its heroines, 
should be revered. Indeed, 
white southerners, for whom 

the Lost Cause was sacred, 
argued the members of the 
Confederate generation fought 
for a just cause — states' rights 
— and were to be honored for 
their sacrifices in defense of 
constitutional principle.

Historians describe the Lost 
Cause as a movement with 
three phases — bereavement, 
celebration and finally, vindi-
cation. The first phase, bereave-
ment, occurred in the wake 
of defeat and lasted through 
the period of Reconstruction 
in 1877. It was marked by the 
establishment of ladies' memo-
rial associations throughout 
the South, the creation of Con-
federate cemeteries and the un-
veiling of the first Confederate 
monuments. 

Ladies' memorial associa-
tions also lobbied for the cre-
ation of Confederate Memo-

rial Day, which was held on 
April 26, the day Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston surrendered in 
North Carolina, or May 10, the 
day Gen. Thomas "Stonewall" 
Jackson died. On those days, 
white southerners went to 
their community cemetery for 
commemorative ceremonies 
and laid flowers on the graves 
of veterans. Confederate Me-
morial Day is still commemo-
rated in southern states, but it is 
not always officially sanctioned 
by state governments. 

When the Reconstruction 
period ended in 1877, south-
ern conservatives resumed 
control of their state govern-
ments. It is during this phase 
regional enthusiasm for the 
Lost Cause increased. What 
had been an era of mourning 
turned into years of celebrating 

See LOST CAUSE, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The reason the South 
fought the American Civ-
il War has been contested 
ever since the Confederacy 
surrendered in 1865. An 
odd turn of events, consid-
ering that when 11 South-
ern states seceded from the 
Union at the war’s outset, 
they were very clear about 
why they were doing it.

In declaration after dec-
laration, Confederate states 
explicitly said that they had 
seceded in order to preserve 
slavery.

South Carolina, the first to 
secede, cited, “an increasing 
hostility on the part of the 
non-slaveholding States to 
the institution of slavery,” in 
its declaration of secession. 
Mississippi’s declaration ar-
gued, “There was no choice 
left us but submission to the 
mandates of abolition, or a 
dissolution of the Union.” 

It was only after the war 
that many former Confed-
erates changed course, cre-
ating an alternative narrative 
that historians refer to as the 
Lost Cause.

“It began right at the end 
of the Civil War as South-
erners tried to explain their 
own defeat to themselves,” 
said David W. Blight, an 
American history professor 
at Yale and author of “Race 
and Reunion: The Civil 
War in American Memo-
ry.” Writers, journalists and 
former soldiers began, “to 
fashion this series of ideas, 
one of which was their belief 
that they were never truly 
defeated on the battlefield; 
that they were only over-
whelmed.”

They also argued, in direct 
contradiction to their seces-
sion statements, that the war 
was never about slavery.

Lost Causers argued, 
“they had only fought for 
state sovereignty, states’ 
rights, national indepen-
dence,” Blight said. “They 
also fashioned a set of ideas 
and arguments that they 
were fighting to hold back 
the massive industrialization 
of America, they were trying 
to preserve rural agrarian 
civilization.”

In addition, they gave the 
cause a hero. When Rob-
ert E. Lee died five years 
after the war ended, many 
of his former officers cre-
ated a kind of a Lee legend 
and a Lee cult, said Blight. 
It promoted the idea that 
Robert E. Lee was the ulti-
mate Christian soldier, who 
fought to preserve his home 
state rather than the institu-
tion of slavery — which is 
false.

“Make no mistake, Lee 
fought for the Confederacy, 
and he knew that the Con-
federacy existed to preserve 
slavery — there is no ques-
tion about that,” Blight said.

To further bolster their 
hero, the Lost Causers also 
gave Lee a villain: Former 
Confederate General James 
Longstreet, who was already 
a scalawag for joining the 
northern Republican party 
and deploying black and 
white officers to defend New 

The cult 
of Robert 
E. Lee
History is usually 
written by the vic-
tors, but not in 
the case of Lee

See LEE, Page 4B

A vaccine in record time
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

At 1 a.m. March 21, 1963, a five-
year-old girl in Philadelphia woke her 
father, Dr. Maurice Hilleman, com-
plaining of a sore throat. Hilleman, a 
prickly genius working at Merck, im-
mediately diagnosed her with a case 
of the mumps, a generally harmless 
childhood illness for which there was 
no treatment and sent her back to bed. 

But Hilleman couldn’t go back to 
sleep — he had an idea. Another re-
search lab had just licensed a measles 
vaccine based on a new technique for 
growing weakened forms of a live virus 
in chicken embryos. Maybe he could 
do the same thing for mumps. Hille-
man rushed to Merck for sampling 
supplies, came back and swabbed his 
daughter’s throat, then drove the viral 
culture back to the lab. 

The mumps vaccine Hilleman de-
veloped in 1967 from that late-night 
inspiration is still in use as part of the 
combination measles, mumps and ru-
bella (MMR) vaccine given to infants 
the world over. In the United States 
alone, mumps used to infect 186,000 
kids a year in the 1960s. Today, thanks 
to the vaccine, there are fewer than 
1,000 mumps infections annually. 

Perhaps the most charming part of 
Hilleman’s mumps vaccine story is 
that he named the strain of mumps vi-
rus used to make the vaccine after his 
young daughter, Jeryl Lynn. The same 

Jeryl Lynn strain is still used in mumps 
vaccine production today. 

The captivating tale of Hilleman’s 
record-breaking development of the 
mumps vaccine has all of the elements 
of a mid-century American success sto-
ry, but the cure for the mumps didn’t 
start that fateful night in 1963. 

As far back as World War I, the U.S. 
military identified mumps as a real 
problem. Elena Conis is a historian of 
medicine and public health at the UC 
Berkeley Graduate School of Journal-
ism and author of “Vaccine Nation: 
America’s Changing Relationship with 
Immunization.” She said mumps is 
most debilitating in adult men, who of-
ten experience painful swelling of the 
testicles. 

“When American troops came to-
gether in crowded Army camps and 
barracks, if there was a case of mumps 
you’d have the whole camp in the infir-
mary for weeks on end,” said Conis. 

During World War I, mumps was the 
leading cause of missed days of active 
duty for the U.S. Army in France and 
reached a total of 230,356 cases. By 
World War II, the threat from mumps 
and measles was serious enough that 
the military’s Office of Scientific Re-
search and Development treated it as a 
national security issue. 

One of the chief obstacles for de-
veloping a vaccine is growing large 
amounts of the target virus. In 1945, 
two American research teams made 

the simultaneous discovery that the 
mumps virus could be grown in chick-
en eggs, specifically embryonic eggs 
that had been fertilized. 

Karl Habel at the U.S. Health Service 
used the egg technique to produce the 
first experimental mumps vaccine in 
1946. Habel’s vaccine was inactivated, 
meaning it contained no live mumps 
virus, just dead virus particles. The in-
active mumps vaccine was tested on 
2,825 West Indian workers at a Flori-
da sugarcane plantation where mumps 
ran rampant, and it showed a 58 per-
cent effectiveness against the virus. 

John Enders won a Nobel Prize in 
1954 for his work cultivating the polio-
myelitis virus that led to a long-await-
ed polio vaccine. Along with Habel, 

The National Library of Medicine

Dr. Maurice Hilleman, circa 1958.

I remember hearing 
Homer and Jethro singing 
“He’s a Movin’ On” and 
that song 
is sure ap-
propriate 
right now. 

Let’s 
mess 
with the 
words a 
little bit to 
make my 
point. The 
original 
song goes: 
“The old hound dog was 
feelin’ fine till he fell into a 
barrel of turpentine, he’s a 
movin’ on, he’s movin’ on, 
he’s movin’ on.” 

I wonder if a certain 
governor could accidentally 
stumble into a barrel of tur-
pentine and move him on 
a little bit, and then I could 
enjoy singing like Homer 
and Jethro “He’s a movin’ 
on, he’s a movin’ on.”  

I like the next line of that 
little ditty that says, “There’s 
a smart guy from the city 
and he picked up a striped 
kitty, he’s a movin’ on, 
he’s a movin’ on, we held 
our nose as we buried his 
clothes, we’re movin’ on.” I 
could sure help that smart 
guy from the city, because 
I found we have eight of 
those striped kitties when I 
went out to feed this morn-
ing. However, if I buried his 
clothes I wouldn’t move on. 
I would just wash my hands 
with lye soap I have on the 
porch.

We have a large yellow 
tomcat that likes to eat out 
with the geese, but I hope 
the next line of the song 
doesn’t come true like I 
wish the first two phrases 
could. “The old tomcat was 
a feelin’ mean when he got 
his tail caught in the sewing 
machine, he’s a movin’ on, 
he’s a movin’ on. He ripped 
a stitch when he hit the 
ditch, he’s a movin on.”

The line of the song that 
really turns me on comes 
as Homer and Jethro 
about wind up their singin’, 
“Uncle John got awful clean 
when he fell into the wash-
in’ machine, he’s movin’ on, 
he’s movin on, he couldn’t 
straddle that doggone 
paddle, he’s movin on.” I 
wonder if I could finagle 

He’s 
movin’ on   

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4BSee MUMPS, Page 4B



Enders is co-credited with dis-
covering the embryonic chick-
en egg technique for grow-
ing viruses. And like Habel, 
Enders first experimented with 
the mumps virus before mov-
ing on to polio and eventually 
measles. 

Hilleman deserves tremen-
dous credit for a lifetime of 
groundbreaking vaccine work. 
Not only did he create a highly 
effective mumps vaccine using 
a live attentuated virus, but he 
improved on Enders’ measles 
vaccine and helped develop 
vaccines for rubella, hepititus B 
and a viral form of liver cancer. 

But when Mumpsvax was 
licensed in 1967, Conis said 
there was no market for a 
mumps vaccine. The public 

viewed childhood mumps as 
nothing more than a nuisance 
illness whose chief symptom 
was swollen, chipmunk-like 
facial glands. And some pedi-
atricians felt it was best to be 
exposed to the mumps and ac-
quire immunity naturally. 

Hilleman’s mumps vaccine 
may have languished if Merck 
hadn’t combined it later with 
vaccines for the far more se-
rious childhood illnesses of 
measles and rubella. The com-
bination MMR vaccine was 
licensed in 1971 and provided 
a fast and inexpensive way to 
immunize large swaths of the 
population against multiple 
contagious childhood diseas-
es at once. The result was that 
by 1974, 40 percent of Ameri-
can children were immunized 
against the mumps as part of 
the MMR vaccine. 
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Sons of the American Legion 

Scholarship WinnersScholarship Winners
Josie Ellingsworth  

Josie will be attending Indiana 
State University and studying 

business administration.

Avoree Collins

Avoree will be attending Lake 
Land College for nursing.

Levi Happ

Levi will be attending Eastern 
Illinois University for elementary

 education.

Sarah Wells

Sarah will be attending Indiana 
University for nursing.

Nathan York

Nathan will be attending 
Indiana Wesleyan University for

 early childhood education.

Mallory Pine

Mallory will be attending Indiana 
University for Epidemiology on a 

pre-medicine track.

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

100,000 MILE WARRANTY

GM CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED SALE

Custom Wheels!

2017 Buick
Encore

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,360

#X20070

Original MSRP:
$36,995

2017 Buick
Envision

Was $22,985 Now 
$21,207

#X20057

2017 Buick
Envision

Was $23,985 Now 
$21,980

#X20052

New Tires!

2019 GMC
Terrain

Was $25,985 Now 
$23,875

#X20051

Less than
5,000 Miles!

2017 Chevrolet
Colorado

Was $31,985 Now 
$29,499#X20075

Customized!

Was $31,985 Now 
$29,433

2016 GMC
Canyon

#X20074

4-Wheel 
Drive!

Was $30,985 Now 
$29,298

2017 GMC
Acadia

#X20058

1-Owner!

1-Owner!

2017 Buick
Encore

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,236

#X20063

Was $26,985 Now 
$24,893

2017 GMC
Terrain

#X20062

Denali - 
Loaded!

Was $28,985 Now 
$27,982

2017 GMC
Acadia

#X20054

All-Wheel 
Drive!

Summer HoursSummer Hours

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

SUNDAY BRUNCH    10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

OPEN
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 9 p.m. (EST)

812-535-3900

NewGoshenPUB
Dine-in 

or 
Carryout

Located in 
New Goshen, IN 

right across from
the Fire Station

Doat BBQ Burger 

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SavingsSavings

Autocraft Microfiber®

2-Pack Applicator Pads

8oz
GAI LHLC1002
GAI LHHP1001

FREEFREE
When you buy any Leather Honey™

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Clark-Edgar Rural Water District is seeking an 

individual to fulfill a vacancy on the Clark-Edgar 
Rural Water District Board of Trustees.  This is a 

short-term vacancy to fulfill the remainder of a term 
until the end of April 2021.  Individuals must reside 

within Clark-Edgar Rural District service area. 
Interested individuals must submit a Letter of Intent 

and Qualifications to Clark-Edgar Rural Water 
District by August 1, 2020.   

Letter of Intent and Qualifications can be dropped 
off at 475 IL Hwy 1, Marshall, IL or mailed to 

Clark-Edgar Rural Water District, P.O. Box 297, 
Marshall, IL 62441.   

the Confederacy and its he-
roes, especially Robert E. Lee, 
Stonewall Jackson and Jeffer-
son Davis. 

Lost Cause supporters also 
lauded the principles of states' 
rights and white supremacy, as 
well as women of the Confeder-
acy, whose contributions to the 
southern cause were legendary. 
This phase — lasting from the 
1870s through the 1890s — 
saw the development and pub-
lication of Lost Cause literature 
expressing white southerners' 
loyalty to the principle of states' 
rights and belief in white su-
premacy. The literature also 
offered a revisionist view of the 
conflict, describing slavery as a 
benevolent institution, the en-
slaved as faithful servants and 
the period of Reconstruction as 
a tragic era. To those who sub-

scribed to the Lost Cause, the 
Confederacy suffered military 
defeat, but not the defeat of its 
values and belief system. 

The Confederate celebration 
expanded in the 1890s, as the 
South became a fertile breed-
ing ground for the foundation 
of new Confederate organiza-
tions for both men and women, 
including the United Confeder-
ate Veterans, the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy and the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
White political supremacy was 
sanctioned by every southern 
state, and states' rights appeared 
secure. Some northern whites, 
threatened by ever-increasing 
ethnic diversity in their region, 
expressed both sympathy and 
admiration for southern whites, 
giving the belief system extend-
ed life in southern culture.

During the 1890s, the Lost 
Cause philosophy experienced 
significant change as the Unit-

LOST CAUSE
FROM PAGE 3B

ed Daughters of the Confeder-
acy (UDC) came to dominate 
the leadership of the move-
ment and made vindication of 
the Confederacy its guiding 
principle. In addition to hon-
oring the Confederacy and its 
heroes, these women placed 
critical importance on preserv-
ing and transmitting what they 
perceived were the traditional 
cultural values of the South for 
future generations. 

Reclaiming Civil War his-
tory and infusing it with a 
pro-southern interpretation 
became a primary objective of 
the Lost Cause after 1890. In 
addition to supporting the pub-
lication of pro-southern litera-
ture, the Daughters (as UDC 
members were also known), 
continued the work of building 
monuments and supplemented 
that work with building homes 
for indigent and aging Con-
federate veterans and women, 
monitoring public schools to 
insure that children were taught 

the Lost Cause version of the 
southern past and sponsoring 
scholarships for the study and 
preservation of Confederate 
history in both northern and 
southern colleges and univer-
sities. The Daughters' goal in 
all of their work was the vindi-
cation of the men and women 
of the 1860s, particularly their 
mothers and fathers. 

The heyday of the Lost 
Cause occurred between 1877 
and World War I, but its legacy 
remained a powerful influence 
in the South well into the 20th 
century. Generations of chil-
dren were raised on the Lost 
Cause ideology, and many of 
them went on to actively resist 
desegregation at mid-century. 
Although not all white south-
erners accepted the ideology 
of the Lost Cause, one who did 
was George Wallace. In fact, 
the successes of the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 
1960s became the lost cause 
of white supremacists that, like 

their forbears, draped them-
selves in the mantle of the Con-
federate battle flag. The racial 
beliefs found in the Lost Cause 
were very similar to those held 
by segregationists.

Today, the Lost Cause is 
largely a topic of study for his-
torical research, although its 
defenders still exist as mem-
bers of Confederate heritage 
groups as well as members of 
more radical organizations 
such as the League of the 
South — which continues to 
believe in the possibility of 
the South seceding again — 
who are generally referred to 
as neo-Confederates. In the 
South, tangible evidence of the 
Lost Cause remains, most of-
ten in the form of the battle flag 
or the single marble Confeder-
ate soldier standing sentinel on 
courthouse grounds. Yet as the 
South changes, so does its reac-
tion to those symbols, which 
are slowly becoming relics of 
another place and time. 

the J in JB to become an Uncle 
John.

Well, I will move on as we 
should all and get out of all this 
stupid COVID stuff and all the 
restrictions the experts have 
recommended for us to follow. 
I guess I could expedite that 
by grabbing a spark plug wire 
when someone cranked the en-

STANLEY
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gine. I could turn it loose when 
I felt the juice, and that would 
definitely shock my socks, and 
my feet would definitely move 
me along. It would be worth it, 
but Rosie would probably faint 
when I moved that fast with 
smoking shoes.

I really can’t figure out what 
phase I am supposed to be 
in. We go to Indiana and I am 
a bit freer, and while I am in 
Illinois, I am in tight straits. I 
think I will end this charade 
with something that I could 

do like the song says. “The old 
man’s face got white as a sheet 
when he slipped and fell in his 
cream of wheat, he’s a movin’ 
on, he’s a movin’ on, he flapped 
his ears as he shifted gears, he’s 
a movin’ on.” 

I bet Homer and Jethro 
would be proud of me if I 
could sing in tune, but I best be 
movin’ on.       

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 

MUMPS
FROM PAGE 3B

Orleans against the militant 
White League during Recon-
struction. According to this 
new hero-villain narrative, Lee 
lost the Battle of Gettysburg 
because Longstreet betrayed 
him. Blight denies this holds 
up historically.

Over time, the narrative 
morphed as more people — 
including former President 
of the Confederate States of 
America Jefferson Davis — 
wrote about and memorialized 
the war.

“By the 1890s, the Lost 
Cause arguments had become 
really a racial ideology, they 
had become a set of arguments 
for white supremacy,” he said. 

The idea that slavery had been 
a gentle institution that bene-
fitted both masters and slaves, 
and that freedmen could not 
handle their emancipation, 
was a foundation upon which 
Jim Crow laws were built.

And as the South began to 
beat back Reconstruction pol-
icies with these Jim Crow laws, 
the narrative actually stopped 
being about loss.

It became a victory narra-
tive, Blight said. 

“And the victory they’re 
telling is the victory over Re-
construction: That they had 
defeated the North’s effort to 
reconstruct the South, that 
they had defeated black rights 
and black suffrage,” he said.

Confederate veterans 
and Southern organizations 

worked to make sure that 
school textbooks portrayed 
the Confederacy’s goal as 
righteous and Lee as a no-
ble hero, effectively changing 
the way that the war and its 
causes were understood. This 
strategy worked so well that it 
influences education today. In 
recent years, Texas has adopted 
school textbooks and lesson 
plans that incorrectly teach 
students that slavery was not a 
major cause of the war.

“It’s endlessly necessary in 
this country to keep explain-
ing the Civil War,” Blight says. 
“There’s a great distance be-
tween public memory and the 
scholarly history that histori-
ans write. And we just have to 
keep trying to make that dis-
tance shorter.”

LEE
FROM PAGE 3B
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Anticipating June 1 corn stocks
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The USDA 
releases the June 1 corn stocks 
estimate Tuesday, June 30. 
Typically, the Acreage Report 
published on the same day 
eclipses the quarterly grain 
stocks report. While the Acre-
age Report remains crucial 
for price expectations this 
year, the grain stocks report is 
expected to hold some essen-
tial information on feed and 
residual levels for the current 
marketing year, according to 
University of Illinois agricul-
tural economist Todd Hubbs. 

“The drop in ethanol pro-
duction and severe supply 
chain issues with livestock 
markets creates an expecta-
tion of expanded feed and re-
sidual use during the quarter,” 
Hubbs said. “The following 
analysis presents an estimate 
for June 1 corn stocks under 
current feed and residual use 

estimates during the market-
ing year.” 

The corn supply available as 
of March 1 is the base for es-
timating June 1 stocks, Hubbs 
explained. Corn stocks at the 
beginning of the quarter to-
taled 7.953 billion bushels 
in the March Grain Stocks 
report. Currently, the Cen-
sus Bureau estimates for corn 
imports are only available 
through April. In the first half 
of the marketing year, corn 
imports totaled 14.2 million 
bushels. Imports for the third 
quarter might have been 
around 7 million bushels. By 
combining imports with the 
beginning stocks, the total 
available supply for the sec-
ond quarter comes in at 7.960 
billion bushels. 

An estimate of corn exports 
for the third quarter is based 
on the cumulative weekly 
export inspections estimate 
available for the entire quar-

ter. Cumulative export inspec-
tions through May totaled 
approximately 1.096 billion 
bushels. During the first eight 
months of the marketing year, 
total Census Bureau corn 
exports came in 74 million 
bushels above cumulative ex-
port inspections. 

“Assuming the margin 
continued through May, 
corn exports through three 
quarters of the year equaled 
1.214 billion bushels. Since 
exports in the first half of the 
marketing year totaled 621.7 
million bushels, the estimate 
for third-quarter corn exports 
equals 592.3 million bushels,” 
Hubbs said.

The Grain Crushing and 
Co-Products Production re-
port released on June 1 pro-
vided corn used for ethanol 
and co-product production 
during March and April. A 
drop of 26.7% from the pre-
vious year showed the impact 

of the COVID-19 lockdown, 
Hubbs noted. Corn used for 
ethanol production over the 
two months totaled 655.3 mil-
lion bushels. Weekly estimates 
of ethanol production provid-
ed by the Energy Information 
Administration indicate etha-
nol production decreased by 
33.7% in May 2020 from the 
preceding year. 

“By calculating the amount 
of corn used to produce etha-
nol from these May numbers, 
corn used for ethanol produc-
tion in May was approximately 
308.3 million bushels if con-
version rates remained similar 
to recent months. Total use for 
the quarter is estimated at 969 
million bushels,” Hubbs said. 

Corn used to produce other 
food and industrial products 
during the marketing year 
is projected at 1.405 billion 
bushels by the USDA. Ac-
cording to historical corn use 
data, around 75% of the final 

marketing year food and in-
dustrial product use occurs 
in the first three quarters of 
the marketing year, Hubbs 
explains. 

“If this historical pattern 
holds and the USDA projec-
tion is correct, corn use for 
the first three quarters of the 
marketing year totaled 1.054 
billion bushels,” he adds. 
“Corn use during the first half 
equaled 678.39 million bush-
els, which set the third-quar-
ter use estimate at 376 million 
bushels.” 

The current USDA projec-
tion for feed and residual use 
sits at 5.7 billion bushels. An 
increase in corn use for feed 
seems possible given the low-
er distiller’s grain production 
over the quarter, Hubbs notes. 

“The historical pattern of 
feed and residual use in corn 
may provide some indication 
of the third-quarter use,” he 
said. 

For the five previous mar-
keting years, use during the 
first three quarters of the mar-
keting year ranged from 87.4% 
to 90.1% of the marketing year 
total with an average of 87.6%. 
Third-quarter feed and resid-
ual use ranged from 17.9% to 
20.7% of the total use over this 
time. 

“For this analysis, an 88.7% 
usage rate during the first 
three quarters is assumed to 
calculate expected feed and 
residual use during the third 
quarter,” Hubbs said. “The 
potential for the percentage 
exceeding this level is quite 
strong at the current estimate 
of 5.7 billion bushels of con-
sumption. 

“If the USDA projection is 
correct, a use level near 1.13 
billion bushels is expected in 
the third quarter. Feed and re-
sidual use equaled 3.93 billion 
bushels in the first half. This 

See CORN, Page 6B

COVER CROPS HELP SOIL, FARMERS AND POLLINATORS

Special to The Prairie Press

One of the popular cover crops in the Midwest is crimson clover, combined with tillage radish. Crimson clover is not only a 
cool-season legume that reduces erosion, but it also fixates its own nitrogen, is great at weed suppression and a fantastic 
forage and pollinator mix as well.

Anger 
unwinds 
love of 
country

Every Memorial Day, 
my long-time friend David 
honored both his family 

and fellow 
Vietnam 
War veter-
ans with a 
visit to his 
home-
town 
cemetery, 
an hour’s 
drive west 
of St. 
Louis.

Once 
there, and with the help of 
his siblings and cousins, 
David mowed the grass in 
the family plot, scrubbed 
its granite and brass 
grave markers and placed 
colorful, fist-sized peonies 
on the graves of those he 
knew, and those he didn’t 
know.

Rain or shine, whether 
he was living in Miami 
or Tokyo, David tried 
to spend every Memo-
rial Day doing what he 
believed was his sacred 
duty: Remembering the 
dead and what they had 
sacrificed so he could 
stand that day, sweaty but 
free, in their collective, 
remembered presence.

David had sacrificed to 
be there, also. Two tours 
of duty in Vietnam as 
an aircraft carrier-based 
medic meant he and his 
crewmates were always 
in danger whenever they 
helicoptered to rescue 
downed pilots on land 
or sea. The high-risk 
escapades also gave him a 
saucy, life-long swagger.

The war and its divisive 
effects on the United 
States never left him. In 
fact, he left the United 
States and lived in Japan 
for nearly 20 years because 
of it. Japan brought him 
peace, a family, and a 
career as an international 
trade consultant fluent 
in Japanese just as U.S. 
business ties to Asia began 
to bloom.

Interestingly, the most 
lucrative, far-reaching 
American contacts he 
made were in the-then 
exploding U.S.-Asia grain 
trade. Investment money 
and U.S. ag exports were 
flooding Japan and South 
Korea and were about to 
get a toehold in China and 
smooth, charming David 
was smack in the middle 
of it all.

He returned to America 
in the late 1980s when 
the grain giants expanded 
into ethanol, fructose and 
several never-heard-of-
before biotech processes 
— “bugs,” they called 
them — to “engineer” 
new items like lysine, a 

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND 
FOOD FILE

See GUEBERT, Page 6B

Cover crops help soil health
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farmers thinking about trying cover 
crops this year are probably also want-
ing to see a change to the pocketbook in 
addition to improvements in soil health. 

For example, a 27.5 percent decrease 
in synthetic nitrogen, 49.5 percent 
decrease in farm diesel, 91.8 percent 
decrease in MAP (monoammonium 
phosphate), and a 100 percent decrease 
in both lime and potash applications — 
these are just a few of the impressive re-
ductions to input costs a Williamsport, 
Ind., farmer has reported from 2011 to 
2018 — while improving yield averages 
year on year.

Cover crops have become one of the 
ag industry’s most exciting and valuable 
trends in recent years, and for good rea-
son: Covers have been shown to build 
healthy sustainable soil and contribute 
to higher crop productivity. But part of 
maximizing success means finding the 
right cover crops for one’s land — and 
that’s not always an easy thing to do. This 
article on cover crops hopes to pinpoint 
some of the things to look for in a cover 
crop, as well as the strengths and draw-
backs of some varieties.

It’s been nice in 2020 to return to a 
mostly normal planting season. There’s 
no question back in 2019, with its tricky 
weather and delayed planting, it was 
difficult to watch as American farmers 
struggled to get their cash crops in the 
ground and have the option to use cover 
crops to complement their farming op-
eration.

That year, we saw a huge spike in a 
diverse cover crop species selection 
with the large number of acres in North 
America that qualified for prevent plant. 
Many farmers facilitated the growth of 
plant species that had never been pur-
posely raised on their farm. We learned 
a lot in 2019. We pushed new limits in 
comfort and familiarity with cover crop 
species due to the industry’s supply from 
early season demand for prevent plant 
acres.

A professional cover crop manager 
should be one of the most popular peo-
ple to farmers, ag retailers, seed salesmen 
and farming enthusiasts this time of year. 

TILLAGE RADISH 
Nothing stops a cover crop manager 

dead in their tracks like defending a gi-
ant brassica that rots in the late winter 
and smells like death. 

The unbiased truth of the radish is 
that it’s an excellent cover crop for be-
ginners and veterans. It has rapid growth 
and helps suppress weeds. A healthy, 
well-fed radish will grow a strong tap-
root that can reach to depths of six feet 
or more. Radishes cycle and sequester 
nutrients below ground while working 
to provide wind and water erosion con-
trol above ground. 

Under the soil surface, it’s busting 
up compaction with its taproot, lateral 
roots and root hairs. These same roots 
store large amounts of nutrients that will 
release as the radish starts decomposing. 
For the road farmers who don’t want to 
dig to see how much beneficial earth-
worms love radishes, stay in the truck 
and watch livestock graze through the 
radishes. It’s a really dense seed, which 
makes it versatile in planting methods. 
Seeding rates range from 0.5 lb./acre to 
6 lbs./acre depending on straight prod-
uct or mixes. It’s recommended to plant 
three to 10 weeks before the first frost. In 
some areas, radishes will winterkill.

In summary, the Tillage Radish is the 
all-American cover crop species. Plant 
radishes at 8-10 pounds/acre and run 
the honey wagon through there to throw 
some fertilizer on them. By February, 
when they start to rot, human neighbors 
may move but a whole herd of earth-
worms will be happy. 

RYE 
First thing is first: Rye is a grain; annu-

al ryegrass is a grass. 
Annual rye is not a thing. To focus on 

the content, make sure to call them by 
their proper names. This is because they 
are two totally different species on plant-
ing rates, management and termination 
methods.

Rye is easily the largest volume cov-
er crop species in all of North America. 
With rye’s ability to alleviate compac-
tion, reduce water and wind erosion, 
sequester nutrients, suppress weeds and 
nematodes and provide forage, it could 
arguably be called the G.O.A.T. of the 
cover crop species. Rye can be planted or 
thrown on the ground, and it will grow 
with a little bit of moisture and sunlight. 
Anybody who has managed wheat be-
fore, can manage rye. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Oats are an economical cover crop that can be used for wind and water erosion 
control and nutrient sequestering. Its rapid fall growth also makes it ideal for 
forage and weed suppression.

See COVER, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — There ar-
en’t many plants that come 
in a wider range of color 
than iris. In the past 50 
years, thousands of cultivars 
in various colors, sizes and 
forms have been developed. 

"I have about 20 cultivars 
of bearded iris in my garden 
including a small white and 
lavender variety that has 
been passed down in my 
family for four generations," 
said Jennifer Fishburn, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
horticulture educator. Fish-
burn offers these tips for 
successfully growing iris. 

TYPES OF IRIS 
Iris are divided into 

three categories, according 
to The American Iris So-
ciety: bearded, beardless, 
and aril. Many types are 
long-lived perennials in 
Central Illinois. Iris range 
in height from 6-inch-tall 
dwarf crested iris to 5-feet-
tall yellow flag iris.  

The six-petaled flow-
ers come in a rainbow of 
colors that include pink, 
varying shades of purple, 
pale yellow, bright yellow, 
peach, pale green, light 
blue, white, tan, bronze, 
almost black, and bi-color. 
The three inner upward 
true petals of iris are called 
standards. The three outer 
turned down flower pet-
als are referred to as falls. 
Many cultivars have differ-
ent colored standards and 
falls. Be sure to remove old 
blooms after flowering. 

The most common va-
riety is bearded iris. This 
easy-to-grow iris ranges in 
height from 18 to 36 inch-
es. Bearded iris also vary in 
bloom time and flower col-
or. They grow best in well-
drained soil in a full sun 
location. They will not tol-
erate poorly drained soil. 

PESTS AND DISEASES 
Bearded iris do have a 

few problems including iris 
borer, bacterial infections 
including bacterial soft rot 
and fungal infections of the 
rhizomes, leaf spots. Imag-
ine my disappointment last 
year when I noticed several 
of my iris plants looking 
rather frail.  Upon closer 
inspection, I found that 
the rhizomes had turned 
to mush from bacterial 
soft rot. This bacterium 
needs a wound to enter a 
plant. Iris soft rot often en-
ters wounds caused by iris 
borers. Proper sanitation is 
important, remove and dis-
card infected rhizomes and 
plant parts.  

Iris borers are destruc-
tive and difficult to control. 
They can infest all types of 
iris. One may learn more 
about borers at University 
of Minnesota Extension.  

How to 
plant, grow 
and care 
for irises

See IRISES, Page 6B
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You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Stones to Styx to Shania

The Eagles to ELO to NSYNC

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

Footlong Hot Dog Footlong Hot Dog   $2.00

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Open Daily 11-9 

Pork Burger, Fries & Drink Pork Burger, Fries & Drink   $6.75

Back for the Season:  
Chicken Salad & Banana Split

Now Hiring!!!
Focus Workforce Management is currently 
seeking production personnel for a large 

manufacturer in Paris, IL.

1st and 2nd 
shift available.

 Pay up to $12.50/HR
   Up to $600 Bonus

Apply today at www.focusjobs.com or call 317-314-9673

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-262-9750

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container 
  Service
• Residential & 
  Commercial 
  Trash Service
• Residential & 
  Commerical
  Lawn Sevice
• Mulch

The biggest selling point 
with rye is if harvest runs late, 
this is typically the last cov-
er crop species to go in the 
ground. Back in 2019, many 
farmers were forced to plant 
soybeans into standing rye 
— a practice called planting 
green. The uniformity of their 
soybeans that pop through the 
rye, the lack of winter annual 
weeds and the C:N ratio that 
exists through harvest, make it 
an easy hook for any farmer.

The best part of rye — and 
its biggest draw to strategic row 
croppers — is its planting date 
suggestions. In the Midwest, 
there are some guys planting 
their rye in July while others 
plant their rye in November. 
By March and April, everyone’s 
rye looks the same and farmers 
are jumping down the custom 
app guy’s throats asking when 
they’re going to spray their 
rye. Planting rate recommen-
dations range from 30-120 
pounds/acre depending on the 
environment, planting method 
and purpose.

OATS 
Oats are another economi-

cal cover crop that can be used 
for wind and water erosion 
control, nutrient sequester-
ing and rapid fall growth for 
forage and weed suppression. 
Although oats do not have the 
root depth annual ryegrass and 

rye have, they still provide a 
continuous living root system 
that will help with water-hold-
ing capacity and soil structure. 

Planted early and managed 
like a true forage crop, oats can 
be chopped, baled or grazed 
roughly 60 to 90 days after 
planted in the fall. To achieve 
some of the key soil health 
principles, mix oats in with 
other cover crop species to 
maximize biodiversity. 

Oats are a great companion 
or nurse crop to other legumes. 
Oats can be planted via air-
plane, broadcasted with fertil-
izer or planted in the ground 
roughly three to 10 weeks prior 
to the first frost. Depending on 
the goal, seeding rate for oats 
range from 30-120 pounds/
acre. Oats typically keel over 
when they see frost in the 
forecast, so spring termination 
is not a concern for the Corn 
Belt.

CRIMSON CLOVER
If it were up to online blog-

ger and seed manager Jenna 
Langley Blue, she would put 
radishes and crimson clover in 
every cover crop mix that went 
out the door before mid-Sep-
tember. 

“In fact, my personal favor-
ite mix is crimson clover and 
radish,” she said. “In every part 
of my territory, northern Indi-
ana and southern Michigan, 
that mix always looks amazing 
above and below ground.”

Crimson clover is a cool-sea-

son legume that reduces ero-
sion, she noted. Not only is 
it fixating its own nitrogen, 
crimson clover also scavenges 
for nutrients. It’s great for weed 
suppression in the fall and in 
the following spring. Crimson 
clover works as a fantastic for-
age and pollinator mix as well.

“Times I would stray from 
using crimson would be if you 
have the ‘beat my neighbors 
to field’ complex that farm-
ers tend to suffer from in the 
spring,” Blue said. 

This matters because farm-
ers typically want to allow le-
gumes to get as close to bloom-
ing as possible, she explained. 
Nitrogen production from 
crimson clover will be greatest 
when termination occurs at or 
after bud stage. 

Blue said she would also 
avoid crimson clover if the 
goal is to transition into or-
ganic acres and crimp that 
field. Clover’s hollow stems 
make it difficult to terminate 
in one pass. 

Those who spread manure 
on fields should avoid le-
gumes like crimson clover if 
the goal is nitrogen produc-
tion. If the nitrogen is already 
available, legumes will not fix-
ate their own nitrogen. 

Blue recommends mixing 
and spraying the field with 
2,4-D. Recommended plant-
ing rates on crimson clover 
range from 4-15 pounds/acre 
depending on the planting 
method and purpose.

SUNFLOWERS 
There’s something about a 

sunflower that can turn a gray 
day into a happy day. They at-
tract pollinator insects, birds, 
hippies and photographers 
taking pictures of brides and 
high school seniors, plant sun-
flowers for a cover crop. Sun-
flowers are named because of 
their bright halo ring of petals 
around the seed head and their 
noticeable motion of the seed 
head to follow the sun as the 
day grows long.

Sunflowers are easy to ger-
minate, quick to grow and take 
minimal water to be successful. 
When looking at a sunflower’s 
benefit as a cover crop, there’s 
an emphasis on being a weed 
suppressant, diversifying root 
systems, moving water up 
through the soil and improving 
soil structure and soil health. 
It’s a fantastic pollinator.

Sunflowers are often mixed 
with buckwheat, sunn hemp, 
crimson clover, peas, oats and 
other cover crops following 
wheat. With a seeding rate of 
1-5 pounds/acre, it also makes 
the sunflower an economical 
species to add to the summer 
cover crop mix. Sunflowers 
will die during the winter and 
leave a higher carbon residue 
with the thick stem and seed 
head of the sunflower. 

Those who plant sunflowers 
are the real winner with all of 
the soil health improvements 
and short-term habitat for pol-
linators and birds. 
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analysis indicates feed and re-
sidual use during the first three 
quarters of the marketing year 
totaled 5.056 billion bushels.”     

By adding the estimates for 
exports and domestic uses, 
the total consumption of corn 
during the third quarter is esti-
mated at 3.063 billion bushels, 
Hubbs explained. The total use 
estimate for the third quarter 
places June 1 corn stocks at 
4.897 billion bushels. At this 
estimated total, June 1 stocks 
come in 306 million bushels 
smaller than in 2019. 

“A June 1 corn stocks esti-
mate that supports the USDA 
projection of 5.7 billion bushels 
of feed and residual use during 
the marketing year is consid-
ered neutral for corn prices,” 
Hubbs said. 

“An estimate of corn stocks 
near 4.89 billion bushels would 
indicate that feed and residual 
use is on the pace estimated by 
the USDA for the marketing 
year. A substantial difference 
from the estimated third-quar-
ter consumption indicates a 
deviation in feed and residual 
use estimates for the current 
marketing year.” 

CORN
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livestock feed supplement 
and citric acid, a food addi-
tive.

Then, in 1993, a bolt of 
lightning struck farm coun-
try: The U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) announced 
it was investigating Archer 
Daniels Midland (ADM) 
for allegedly fixing prices in 
some of its markets. Even 
more incredible, DOJ con-
firmed its evidence included 
video and audio tapes made 
by an ADM insider, an exec-
utive named Mark Whitacre.

Whitacre had two weak-
nesses no corporate mole 
should possess: he couldn’t 
stop talking and his best 

GUEBERT
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friend in the grain trade was 
David. Whatever Whitacre 
knew or learned, David soon 
would know or learn.

And, soon thereafter, 
David’s contacts at the New 
York Times, Washington 
Post, Chicago Tribune, and 
other outlets would know.

The ADM story, however, 
was unlike most tales of cor-
porate wrongdoing. It was 
a multi-layered, multi-year 
saga of power and corrup-
tion that claimed the careers 
of both ADM executives 
who lived it and journalists 
who covered it because the 
truth was often hidden in a 
haystack of lies.

One of its biggest victims 
was David. He came to be-
lieve the Justice Department 
had intentionally botched 
an even bigger case against 
ADM because of the compa-
ny’s legendary political con-
nections. To him, it was 1968 
all over again; the nation had 
betrayed its values — and 
him — and he slowly sank 
into a sea of bitterness and 

paranoia.
The last time my fam-

ily visited him before his 
Aug. 2015 death, I spotted 
a sawed-off, 12-gauge 
shotgun painted to match 
the living room wall it was 
leaning against making it 
— in plain sight — all but 
invisible.

Why? I asked.
“Because,” he said, “you 

never know.”
Maybe not, but I do 

know that when his fear 
and anger at individuals 
replaced his love and 
duty for his nation, this 
honorable lion became a 
gun-hiding mouse. It was 
a tragic unwinding; one 
that no one would wish 
on anyone or any friend.

Or any nation.    
(Alan Guebert is an 

award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois 
dairy farm. Email him at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.
com.)

PLANTING AND DIVIDING 
Most iris clumps become 

crowded and should be divid-
ed every three to four years. 
About four to six weeks after 
they flower, divide by digging 
up the whole clump and re-
move the mother plant. 

Learn more about irises by 
visiting the Plant Finder from 
Missouri Botanical Garden. 

IRISES
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Lamp Repair
Special order fabric and hard 
back lamp shades.
Call for an appointment.
217-493-3333

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Huge 2 family moving sale 
Lots of everything. Too much to 
mention. Clean and priced to sell. 
Also 1990 Miata hard top. Lots of 
freebies! Come on by 1242 Tucker 
Beach Rd from 8-3 on July 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th.

Rummage Sale - 110 North St. 
Thurs, July 2  2:00 - 7:00 pm
Fri, July 3  8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sat, July 4  8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Cleaned house - 
Stuff Needs to Go 
Women’s plus size, shoes & boots 
9W, scrapbooking items, Lots of 
misc. Rain or Shine, NRFA

Pack Rat Sale - 223 W Wood St 
8-10 every Saturday or text 217-
251-1900 for appt.
50 yrs accumulation. camping, 
boating, tools, lawn & garden, 
etc, etc!

226 E Washington St 
July 3 & July 4  8 am to ?
Washing machine, lawn mower, 
dishes, copper chef, printer, 
crafts, tonka toys, lots more.

If you or a loved one were 
diagnosed with OVARIAN 
CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after 
use of TALCUM products such as 
BABY POWDER or SHOWER TO 
SHOWER, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Contact Charles 
H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

Cadillac Products - Now Hiring 
Production Associates. HS 
Diploma or GED, able to lift 75 
lbs., preferred manufacturing 
experience. To apply, please 

complete the application for the 
Paris Plant at www.cadpro.com/
employment, send a resume 
to jobs@cadprod.com, call us 
at (217) 463-1444, or apply in 
person at 2005 S Main St, Paris IL

The Survivor Resource Center 
is hiring for a Legal Advocate/
Case Manager in Edgar and 
Clark Counties and will work 
out of the Paris office. Send 
resume, cover letter, and 3 
professional references by July 
6, 2020 to Advocacy Director, 
923 N Vermilion St, Danville IL 
or be email to casemanager@
survivorresourcecenter.org

Focus Workplace Management 
is currently seeking production 
personnel for a large manufactur-
er in Paris, IL. Pay up to $12.50/
Hr, up to $600 Bonus. 1st & 2nd 
shift available. 
Apply at www.focusjobs.com or 
call 317-314-9673

HELP WANTED :
Local Business now accepting 
resumes for customer service 
representative with computer 
skills.  Duties include: basic office 
tasks such as : answering the 
phone, taking payments, data 
entry, dispatching calls, etc....
Benefits include paid vacation 
days along with holiday pay, 
Health insurance and a Simple 
IRA.
Please send Resumes to :
Boxholder   
PO Box #1213
Paris, Il. 61944

3 bdrm, 2 bath, central air. $700 
month. Call 217-463-8800

Smaller 2 BR house in Paris, 
stove, refrigerator, washer/dryer 
hook up, central air. $500/mo. 
plus dep. 
References required.
Call 217-251-5721

2 bedroom house. C/A, Appl, 
Trash, furn. No smoking/no pets. 
$620+dep. Call 812-230-2549

1 bedroom house. A/C, Appl., 
Trash furn. No smoking/no pets. 
$520+dep. Call 812-230-2549

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

For Rent- 2 bedroom, 1 bath, end 
unit, eat in kitchen, appliances 
furnished, off street parking, trash 
included. $525 a month $525 
deposit 1 year lease. No smoking, 
no pets. Call 217-264-2850

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
 We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 5, 2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

   NEW LIFE MEDICAL CLINIC

Located at:   509 S MAIN ST, 
PARIS

Owner(s):  JAMES CIULLA MD & 
WANDA CIULLA PA-C

Dated:   JUNE 5, 2020

 AUGUST GRIFFIN
 EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
 EDGAR COUNTY       PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF  

WINTER SKYE HALL   

CHRISTOPHER PIERSON, 
Petitioner.   

No.   2020-P-27

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to you, 
unknown fathers of WINTER 
SKYE HALL, that a Petition for 
Guardianship has been filed in the 
above entitled cause.

Unknown fathers are hereby 
served by publication of this 
Notice.  Unless unknown fathers 
files an answer to the Complaint 
in this cause or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on or 
before July 31, 2020, a default 
judgment may be entered against 
unknown fathers at any time after 
that day in accordance with the 
remedies requested in the Petition 
for Guardianship.
   
   
Angela R. Barrett
   
Edgar County Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a peti-
tion requesting an amendment to 
the City of Paris Zoning Ordinance 
(Ordinance No. 29, Series 1968) 
was filed on June 25, 2020, in the 
office of the City Clerk, Paris City 
Hall, 206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, to rezone the 
following described real estate:

Lot Nos. 4 and 5 of the County 
Clerk’s Subdivision of Lots Nos. 
12, 13, and 14 in M. M. Dill’s Second 
or Woodland Addition to the town, 
now City, of Paris, as shown by the 
Plat of said Subdivision recorded 
in Plat Book 2, page 452, except 
the South 38 feet of even width 
thereof.  

PIN: 09-13-36-406-001

The South 38 feet of even width of 
Lot Number 5 in the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision of Lot Numbers 12, 13, 
and 14 in M. M. Dill’s Second, or 

Woodland, Addition to the Town, 
now City, of Paris, as shown by 
Plat of said Subdivision recorded 
in Plat Book 2, Page 452.

PIN: 09-13-36-406-002

Commonly known as 824 N. Main 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944 and 
822 N. Main Street, Paris, Illinois 
61944, respectively.

Being situated in Edgar County, 
Illinois, from C-2 Commercial 
District to R-2 Single Family 
Residential District, as designated 
in said zoning ordinance.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT a public hearing before the 
City Planning Commission on 
said petition will be held at the 
Paris City Council Chambers, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois 61944, on July 13, 2020, at 
4:00 p.m.

Dated June 27, 2020.

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

Paris Union School District 
is hosting a sealed bid with 
a closing date of July 7 at 

noon for fencing. 
Contact Dr. Larson at 

217-264-0835 for details 
on bid specifications.

Sale of Used Equipment
Sealed bids will be received at the Edgar County 
Highway Department, 12637 E 950th Rd, Paris, IL 
61944, for the following surplus inventory owned 
by the Edgar County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Edgar County Highway Department until 9:00 A.M. 
Monday, July 6, 2020 and at that time be publicly 
opened and read.

2006 Dodge Durango (Poor Condition)

2007 Dodge Durango (Poor Condition)

2002 Cadillac Seville STS (Poor Condition)

2011 GMC 2500 HD Reg Cab 2WD (40K mi)

2012 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4X4 (84k mi)

2013 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4X4 (60 mi)

Bidding Form, Terms & Conditions can be obtained 
at the Edgar County Highway Department from the 

Operations Manager, 
Mr. Dick Mohon at (217)465-4139.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Multi-Consignor
Online Only

Monday, June 15 - Monday, June 29
Auction begins to close 6 p.m. (IL)

Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home 101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2013 Chrysler 
Town & Country Touring

$7,275

2017 Ford Focus
Titanium

$14,994

2017 Ford Explorer
Limited

$27,890

2008 Chevrolet Trail
Blazer LT

 $6,450

 2017 Ford Escape
SE

$15,300

 2015 Ford Escape 
Titanium

$14,994

B. Lakshminarayanan, MD
SBL Cardiologist

“Dr. Lakshmi was my doctor for years and 
I am so happy he is back at Sarah Bush 
Lincoln. He’s the best!”

“My visit was all good. The staff is great, 
very friendly and helpful.”

“I was very pleased with Dr. Lakshmi and 
his two nurses. There were no delays, and 
I’m glad he is back in our community.”

The Heart Center

217-238-4960
www.sarahbush.org

1000 Health Center Drive, Mattoon

What his Patients are Saying,

JUNE 3

Get a smart start on  
your future at Ivy Tech!
Now more than ever, Ivy Tech Community College 
can prepare students for work in Indiana’s most in-
demand career fields, or help students save on costs 
toward a bachelor’s degree program. Residents of 
Clark, Crawford, and Edgar counties also qualify for 
Indiana in-state tuition.

RSVP now to attend Ivy Tech Terre Haute’s  
Virtual Enrollment Day and:

• Get 1-on-1 help with enrollment steps

• Register for classes

• Discuss financial aid options

• Talk with academic advisors to 
 get questions answered

Summer classes start June 8 and are mostly virtual 
or online. Fall classes start August 24 with a variety 
of class options.

RSVP FOR VIRTUAL ENROLLMENT DAY AT 
IVYTECH.EDU/VISITUS
QUESTIONS?  (812) 298-2280  OR  ACOX87@IVYTECH.EDU

VIRTUAL
IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENROLLMENT DAY

at Jacob’s well was some wa-
ter. Water is so basic and so 
appreciated, especially on a 
hot day, when it provides re-
freshing far beyond anything 
else. It doesn’t take much 

PASTOR
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about gravity and quantum 
mechanics break down at 
the event horizon of a black 
hole. Picture two astronauts 
conducting experiments 
outside a spaceship in the 
vicinity of a black hole. One 
astronaut accidentally cross-
es the event horizon and is 
captured by gravity.

For that astronaut, time 
and space are reversed. On 
Earth, the gravity pulling on 
our feet is slightly more than 
at our heads because the 
feet are closer to the Earth’s 
center, but the difference is 
negligible. The difference 
matters at the event horizon. 
The tidal forces of the black 
hole’s gravity will spaghetti-
fy the unfortunate astronaut 
into a long-contorted stand. 

The astronaut beyond the 
event horizon will witness a 
horrifying scene of the other 
astronaut being pulled into 
a thread and frozen in place 
because relative time slows 
down. Assume the astronaut 
pulled beyond the event 
horizon survives getting 
converted into a thread, he 
will have a different reality. 
Time will continue at the 
normal pace with every-
thing that fell into the hole 
before remaining in front 
as all move toward the 
center of the gravity well. It 
will be like the nightmare 

SULLIVAN
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his deputy experiences and 
had me laughing like a hyena 
in no time at all.

I reckon my favorite was 
when he was on patrol one 
day and clocked a speeder 
whizzing by in a gray sedan. A 
rather attractive young blonde 
sat behind the steering wheel. 
She pulled to the roadside very 
cooperatively when Crawford 
approached from behind and 
flashed red lights. We all know 
the routine. He approached 
the car and courteously greet-
ed the driver.

“Good afternoon, ma’am. 
How are you today?”

“I’m all right,” she said 
modestly.

“May I see your driver’s 
license, car registration and 
insurance card, please?”

She presented the list rather 
quickly without saying a word. 
He could tell she knew she’d 

been driving too fast.
“Thank you,” he responded, 

taking her documents. “I’ll be 
right back.”

Crawford returned to his 
squad car and radioed a license 
check request. She had a clean 
record. Insurance was up to 
date. So was the registration. 
He again approached the 
driver’s side window.

“Everything is clean, ma’am, 
I’m pleased to say.” Next came 
the dreaded bomb. “However, 
I clocked you on radar driving 
60 in a 45 zone. Are you in 
some kind of hurry?”

“Not really,” she answered. 
“No hurry, sir. I just wasn’t 
paying attention to the speed 
limit.”

“Well, you passed a 45 miles 
per hour sign about a half mile 
back. I’m issuing you a viola-
tion ticket. You appear to be a 
nice, courteous person, and for 
that I’ve listed the violation at 
50. That’ll help your insurance 
company standing.”

She smiled as he handed 
her the ticket. He smiled, 
also, and reminded her to pay 
attention to speed zone signs. 
Then he explained her obli-
gations regarding payment of 
the fine.

“OK, officer. I understand.”
“Well, I hope I haven’t 

ruined your day,” he added. 
“Drive safely.”

That should have ended the 
conversation, but she added a 
request.

“I’d like to ask you a ques-
tion, sir.”

“Sure. What is it?”
“Well, you know these 

strips – rumble strips, they’re 
called?”

“Yes, rumble strips.”
“Why are rumble strips 

placed here and there along-
side the highway? I mean, 
what purpose do they serve? 
I’ve always wondered. Can 
you explain the reason?”

Without batting an eyelash, 
Crawford’s sly humor trig-

gered his response instantly.
“Why ma’am, the rumble 

strips are placed in strategic 
places to assist the blind driv-
ers. They rumble to make sure 
the blind drivers don’t wander 
off the road.”

He looked at the driver 
with a dead serious expres-
sion.

“Oh, I didn’t know that,” 
she acted shocked. “I learn 
something new every day.”

Crawford’s next response 
would have been to smile and 
confess that he was only kid-
ding, but she accelerated back 
onto the highway before he 
could react. Instead of a prop-
er explanation, he stood there 
with mouth agape, and as he 
walked back to the squad car, 
he laughed out loud at her 
amazement.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Monday, June 22, 
blood drive in Paris collected 
a much needed 47 units of 
blood.

Blood donor Bill Englum 
was recognized for reaching 
the 15-gallon level.   

Lions Club helpers Brad 
Cash and Ron Stickler helped 
the Red Cross crew unload 
and reload equipment.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

COLLINSVILLE — Con-
gressman John Shimkus 
(R-15th District) is urging all 
constituents who can do so to 
donate blood.

"With many previously 
scheduled blood drives can-
celed due to the pandemic, the 
Red Cross continues to face a 
shortage of blood," Shimkus 
said. "Donating blood is a safe 
process and people should 
not hesitate to give or receive 
blood."

Starting June 15, the Amer-
ican Red Cross added testing 
for COVID-19 antibodies for 
all blood donations. An anti-
body test screens the blood for 
antibodies formed in the blood 
when fighting an infection like 
COVID-19. An antibody test 
assesses whether a person’s im-
mune system has responded to 
the infection, not if the virus is 
currently present. 

The COVID-19 antibody 
test is authorized by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) and may indicate 
if the donor’s immune system 
has produced antibodies to 
the coronavirus, regardless of 
whether they developed symp-

toms.
The Red Cross tests every 

blood donation for a variety of 
illnesses and the new antibody 
test is the latest step in the Red 
Cross’ longtime commitment 
to health and safety. Blood do-
nors do not pay for any of the 
tests.       

Members of the public must 
understand the Red Cross 
does not test prior to donating 
as a way of providing a person 
with a diagnosis. People who 
do not feel well should post-
pone donations. Individuals 
who believe they may be ill 
with COVID-19 should con-
tact their health care provider 
and not present to donate un-

til they are symptom free for 
28 days and feeling well and 
healthy.

According to the Illinois Co-
alition of Community Blood 
Centers blood has a 42-day 
shelf life and there is a need 
for constant replenishment to 
maintain supply. That has not 
happened during the pandem-
ic. The coalition claims Illinois 
has only a two-day supply of 
blood on hand.

Potential donors can use 
the Red Cross Blood Donor 
mobile app to schedule an ap-
pointment, or call 1-800-733-
2767. The app is available from 
the Apple or Google Play app 
stores.

Paris Red Cross blood 
drive collects 47 units

Volunteers  working at 
the event were Vicki Wil-
son, Bev Weger and Nancy 
Englebright.

The Red Cross is now 
testing all donations for 
the Covid-19 antibodies at 
no charge after a successful 
donation for the next few 
months.

The next blood drive is 
July 27. Call 275-3434 for 
an appointment.

Shimkus encouraging more blood donations
Donors get COVID-19 
antibody result

where one cannot get off 
the train and just keeps 
going.

Which is true, or are 
they both? If nothing 
comes out, how will 
we ever see inside? The 
answer may be Einstein’s 
quantum entanglement. 
Physicists have spent 
more than a century try-
ing to reconcile general 
relativity with quantum 
mechanics, knowing that 
eventually one or the 
other must give. 

The problem of time 
is a conceptual conflict 
between general relativity 
and quantum mechanics. 
In quantum mechanics, 
the flow of time is uni-
versal and absolute, but 
under general relativity 
time flow is distortable 
and relative. When we 
cross the event horizon, 
the two theories conflict. 
If it can be solved, the 
solution to this Pandora’s 
box will tell us which one 
breaks and will point the 
way to an even deeper 
theory of the universe.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as 
a child watching Carl Sa-
gan’s “Cosmos” and James 
Burke’s “Connections” on 
PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for 
the Shiloh School District. 
Email him at sullivant@
shiloh1.us)

to minister to Jesus and to 
others. The point is that it’s 
not beyond our reach.   

Not losing the reward is 
a backwards way of under-
statement expressing the fact 
that he will get to keep it. 
Money is sometimes easily 
lost. We save up, and then an 
emergency crops up needing 
our savings, which are then 
wiped out.    

This will not be lost. It 

will not be diminished. It 
will not disappear or fade 
away.  

While no one notices 
or remarks favorably or 
astonishingly on a picture of 
us giving a cup of water to 
an unknown three-year-old, 
God does. That is a picture 
that sticks in his mind. 

Our reward is being seen. 
It's being noticed by God for 
being like Jesus. What more 

notoriety, what more of a 
reward, can we get?  

(Pastor Kevin Don Levellie 
serves the Nevins Christian 
Church and is the author of 
“What Does Bach Prove?” 
available on Amazon.com or 
and through www.lulu.com. 
Email him at kdlevellie@
gmail.com. Pastor’s Perspec-
tive is provided weekly by 
members of the Paris Ministe-
rial Fellowship.)
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